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Lead Pastor  
It is hard to believe that it has been a year already. First, let me say thank you on behalf of 
Stephanie and I for a great first year here at Plattsville. We have felt welcomed into the 
community and have loved getting to know you. We look forward to getting to know you even 
more as we share in community together for years to come.  

Secondly, it is amazing to reflect on the way God has been at work in the life of the church this 
year. As I have been preparing for sermons, praying with individuals, leading seminars, and 
talking to volunteers I have sensed this deep readiness to take that next step in what God has 
for our church. I have felt an openness to embrace God’s direction and guidance into new areas 
of ministry and deeper areas of life change. Our mission as a church remains the same; 

We are being changed by Jesus,  
to help others be changed by Jesus. 

This statement though simplistic in its wording carries a big challenge to each one of us. To be 
changed by Jesus means we need to engage in an authentic faith walk that is not content to 
remain stagnant. We commit to allowing the Holy Spirit to speak into those areas of our life that 
need to change. Not only are we committed to the internal work of change, but we are reliant on 
the Holy Spirit to highlight opportunity and equip us with the spiritual gifts necessary to be his 
ambassadors in this world. We recognize that this is not a numerical challenge to achieve in our 
own strength, but here are some milestones from the past year to celebrate:  

» 380 people call Plattsville Church home  
» Reached over 500 people this year  

» Raised over $27,000 for building refurbishment 
» 83 donors supported the general fund  

including 11 new donors  
» Baptized 4 individuals 

» 38 people participated in our Hearing God’s 
Voice Seminar 
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Looking Towards 2018 
As I look forward to 2018 I am once again overwhelmed at the opportunity and challenge that 
God has put before us. God continues to call us back to focusing on what matters; people. People 
are what God cares about. He wants each of us to know him more and to live as a community 
that portrays him to the world. It is a challenge to remain focused on the Greatest Commandment 
and the Great Commission.  

This past October, our combined leadership team of board, elders, and pastoral staff met to pray 
about what God is calling us to in 2018. Out of this time of prayer and brainstorming came three 
corporate prayer goals:  

1) Reach 700 people with the Gospel message. 
2) Everyone would invite 1 person to church. 
3) Intentionally invest in 5 intentional 

relationships. 
Would you consider partnering with us in these corporate prayer goals. Jesus says in John 16 
that we have not received because we have not asked. So ask God what your role is in His 
community this year. What is it God is calling you to in 2018? Maybe it’s a new relationship, 
maybe it’s a new opportunity to serve, maybe it’s a new calling to lead. Whatever it is, would you 
stand with us in saying that we will be those bold enough to ask God what he wants to do through 
us and courageous enough to act in obedience. I look forward to sitting down next year to write 
this report and reflect on the amazing things God has done through his people in 2018.  

Rev. Tim Clayton 

Lead Pastor 
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Family Pastors 
We love our Volunteers! Every Sunday we share spreading the love of Jesus with 39 team 
members! During weekdays, we serve alongside 12 regular team members in our Youth 
Programs! It is these people that demonstrate the heart of Plattsville: a warm, authentic 
hospitable place! THANK YOU! 

Did you know that we had interaction with 278 
DIFFERENT students in 2017?  

I am so thankful we print nametags! 278 did not include the times when you as parents and family 
members interacted with a child at school, at the arena, or in your neighbourhood! As a Church, 
we are making an impact! 

We want to help each other WIN at what really MATTERS! This is what being changed by Jesus 
to help others be changed by Jesus is all about! We believe in some simple goals for our Kids 
and Students. We want to see them Own their Faith, Discover their Mission and Gifting, Value 
the Faith Community and be able to share their God Story! 

What we do for a child or student today is more important than anything we do for them in the 
future!  By believing these statements it will impact our actions and our beliefs. We have come 
up with the following simple statements: 

• Treat everyone like they are made in the image of God 
• Understanding child development actually helps me teach the bible 
• Families who don’t come to church are a priority 
• The gospel is bigger than our 1 church 
• Parents have the most potential to influence 
• Parents are not the only influence needed 
• What Jesus said matters most, is what matters most 
• Consistent leaders disciple people, not classes 
• Having fun is not a sin 

As we have moved forward into this New Year, we are looking forward to what God has for each 
of us as families. We pray each day, that God would expand our understanding of Him, draw us 
into deeper friendship with Jesus, and teach us to hear the Holy Spirit clearly. We pray that as 
parents, you would continue to look to the Lord for ways to be intentional about modeling your 
trust and faith in Jesus to your children. We pray that as a church family, you would partner with 
us as we seek to disciple a generation that has not grown up with faith at their foundation. We 
pray that all of us would understand our standing as children of a Good Father. Serving with 
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Families has challenged us and deeply humbled us as we learn to truly live the Good News each 
day, so that Jesus might be glorified. Join with us and pray with us as we partner with you to 
bring Jesus to our children, parents and community this year! 

Day Camp 
We need to take a moment to highlight our first ever Day Camp! 

What a Summer!  

164 kids over 4 weeks with 14 staff members! It is amazing what happens when God opens a 
door and you trust Him enough to just take 1 step! 1 year ago we believed God had directed us 
to apply for a Government Grant.  This grant propelled us to action and the result was the most 
incredible missions trip ever! We were able to meet the needs of the community by giving them 
affordable summer childcare and sharing the loved and Good News of Jesus at the same time!  

The great thing about Day Camp is that the ministry has continued beyond the summer! 
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This year many of our older Day Campers have started coming to Jr. Youth and we regularly 
hear from parents and staff that we connected with through the summer. Here’s a few highlights 
from our Day camp parents: 

Comments: 
• My son LOVED this week of camp so much, he couldn't have been happier and was 

actually excited to go every morning, which has never happened with any other summer 
programs we have enrolled him in!  Thanks again for making an amazing week of 
memories!  

• My daughter is Loving camp! She wants to come back next week. Can this be done? 
• My kids are LOVING camp!! So are my neighbour’s kids! Their mom is soooo impressed 

with the camp and the leaders! Huge outreach. They don't go to church, but she has 
already mentioned possibly seeing what it's like! Yeah God!!  

• I am going to be very emotional tomorrow-saying goodbye to all of you at Day Camp.  
• It was so nice to have something like this in Plattsville! 
• Well, since her first day of camp her enthusiasm has been contagious! Every day, she 

comes home with stories about the camp leaders, fellow campers and the pure fun that 
she has been having. 

You partnered with us, and we can’t thank you enough. You laid down your time, and we are so 
grateful. We have only one ask- continue to pray for the seeds that were planted in this summer, 
because we want to see a harvest in God’s Kingdom!  

Looking forward to partnering in even more creative ways, 

Andrew and Gen Epp 

Family Pastors 
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Church Board 
As another year passes we give thanks to God for his faithfulness to us. We have been blessed 
by the ministry of Pastor Tim and his wife Stephanie as they completed their first full year in 
Plattsville.  Andrew and Gen continue their amazing work with our youth. The summer camp 
outreach was a great success . 

I would like to thank the members of the board who served this past year,  especially Frank Peters 
who continues to do a great job handling the church finances. Special thanks go out to Bonnie 
Bretz, Bonnie Knoll, and Bev Bell who will be stepping down from the board, for their past service 
as board members. Welcome to the new board members Lindsay Rieck and Josh Deming as we 
look forward to serving with you this coming year. 

Thank you to all the volunteers of different activities and to the congregation for your faithfulness 
in tithing. We have reached our goal in fundraising for the renovations for our Sunday School and 
the Christian School. 

The new year should be exciting as we start with the renovations.  

Our church will be moving towards a complete accessibility policy. Leading the policy, procedures 
and training needed will be Jess Deming. Thank you Jess for your expertise. 

I pray that God would continue to pour out his blessings on our church and that we will be a 
shining light and a testimony for our community and the world. 

In closing I leave you with my go to verse. 

In all thy ways acknowledge Him and he shall direct your paths.  Proverbs 3:6 

Your servant in Christ, 

Douglas Brooker, Board Chair 

2018 Church Board 
Doug Brooker 
Board Chair 

Caleb Stephens 
Vice-Chair 

Frank Peters 
Treasurer 

Josh Deming 
Board Secretary 

Lindsay Rieck Owen Horn 
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Elders  
It has been our joy and responsibility to serve as elders this past year. We have sought to lead 
by example and listen intently to the voice of Jesus as it relates to the congregation and our 
mission together. We remain faithful and available for prayer. Please feel free to ask us anytime 
to pray with you. A word of thanks to Shawn Davidson and John Cressman as they conclude 
their service as elders.  

In 2017, the Elders and Pastors met monthly for prayer, planning and discernment. When we 
meet, we hear from our pastors, seek to encourage them and cover them with prayer. We 
endeavour to provide discernment related to vision and implementation. We have been pleased 
to become oriented to Pastor Tim’s heart, passions and gifts. We are thankful for his leadership 
among us. Thanks for remembering your pastors in prayer. In that process, we have sought to 
orient Pastor Tim to the life, heart and people of PEMC. We want to express our appreciation to 
all those who lead and serve in the ministry and mission of this congregation.  

May the Lord bless us and protect us. 
May the Lord smile upon us and be gracious to us. 
May the Lord show us His favour and give us His peace. 
(Numbers 6:24-26 NLT). 

 
On behalf of the Elders,  

John Cressman 

2018 Elders 
Norm Maier Terrina Rehkopf Marion Maier 

Elmer Bretz Eldon Wilson  
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Treasurer’s Report 
Financial report 
Thank you for giving! Thank you for partnering financially with the larger family at Plattsville 
Church. Together we can do so much more than we can individually. On the next page is a 
financial summary for 2017. If you have any questions please contact our treasurer:  

Frank Peters: fpeters@aimgroup.ca 

Overview: 
In 2017 total income was $433,986, compared to 
$325,924 in 2016. Total Expenses were $477,396, 
compared to 379,238 in 2016. The significant 
difference between 2017 and 2016 are because of Day 
Camp, Missions Trip, and the building project. To the 
right is a visual representation of these expenses 

Highlights from 2017 
• General donations were the same as last year. Total donations including the building 

renovations and missions were up 15% over 2016.   
• Our mission’s trip team to Mexico raised $26,693. They made a significant impact in the 

local church of Mexico, both by their presence and the investment in the church building. 
• Our Benevolence committee was able to help $2,376 of financial needs in our 

community.  Their mandate is to meet small urgent needs in times of crisis. 

Overview of Donation Statistics 
Together, as a church family, we are able to impact our community in ways that individually we 
are not able to do. One of these ways is when we all give. Here are some interesting facts about 
our church’s giving trends: 

» 130 people donated to Plattsville Church, 
compared to 81 people in 2016  

» 15 families donated 53% of our total income! 
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WOW! We as individuals, part of a larger group, we are able to be part of something larger. Each 
of us gives at different levels, however we are all united in one vision in reaching our community 
for Jesus! Each donation towards Plattsville Church is carefully spent. You will hear about the 
different impacts your donations have made in the other ministry reports.  

A full-page package is available from our auditor online at pemchurch.ca/2017Report or the 
church office.  

Frank Peters 
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Financial Statements 
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Deacons 
Thank you for the generosity shown and funds given towards this outreach of benevolence to 
our community. Without your generosity and continued support this outreach would not be the 
blessing that it is today. Your continued support and involvement of supporting benevolence is 
essential to our outreach and our community. Please do not hesitate to speak to one of our 
members to help assist and direct a blessing if needed. God bless you all for your faithfulness in 
supporting this outreach.  

Because of your generous giving we were able 
to give away over $2300 in 2017 to those in our 

local and church community. 
This benevolence came in the form of gas gift cards, grocery gift cards, and gift baskets. 

Deacon members include; Peter Armstrong, Jennifer Frayne, Bonnie Knoll, Ron Bretz, Joanne 
Rush and Leanne Brooker.  A special thank you to Ron Bretz and Joanne Rush for their 
dedication and faithful service over the years on the deacon’s board.  Ron and Joanne will be 
stepping down from the deacon’s board and we will be looking for another PEMC member in 
2018. To join us, please contact the chair, Leanne Brooker if you would like to join the deacons 
board. 

The deacon’s board was responsible for the set up/cleanup of communion tables in 2017. The 
deacons also run and organize “Clothed in Love” free clothing event which took place May 27, 
2017 and October 21, 2017 for the community and church body.  Approximately 50-80 families 
came through from the community and surrounding areas between the 2 events. (approx. 20-
25hrs of time given around each event to prepare and organize) 

Some special thanks received from 3 different families with much gratitude and an overwhelming 
feeling of God’s love towards their family from our church because of the benevolence outreach. 
Positive and thankful feedback is always given with every “Clothed in Love” event as many 
families come through the church and receive free clothing. BIG thank you to our own families 
who continue to donate clothing for this huge event. 

Faithfully yours, 

Leanne Brooker on behalf of the Deacon’s board 

If you know of anyone who is in need of financial help, please speak with one of the Deacons.  
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Library 
The library has been going through some changes as we seek to revitalize it and encourage our 
church family to make use of the many resources available. We have enjoyed new shelving and 
numerous new book additions to the library. In October of this past year, the library hosted a 
“Grand Re-Opening” celebration where new resources were displayed and door prizes were 
won. 

 We have seen an increased interest in our youth using the library. We are excited to continue 
to build upon our repertoire of Christian based literature for our younger members of our family. 
In the New Year, we will be surveying our congregation to see how the library can better serve 
the members of our church. We will also be looking for volunteers who would be interested in 
joining the library team to assist with general up keeping of the library. 

A special thank you to all who have contributed books and resources. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jennifer Brown 
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Men’s Ministry 
I must admit, when I first stepped into this role as a leader amongst men. I imagined doing 
numerous events and cool outings. What I've found instead, is that the guys really are not lacking 
in things to do. But what they are looking for, is more depth. Things that have purpose and 
meaning.  

Quite a number of the guys have commented on that being the reason they like the monthly 
breakfast at Shakers. Because when they start talking to other guys, they begin to see how much 
they are not alone. How every guy is working through stuff as well. Making mistakes and solving 
problems. Maybe, even just talking about it, helps somehow. 

We had a number of small groups get together throughout the year. Some were announced. A 
number of them were more of a quiet nature. We have certainly seen God do some deep healing 
in a number of guys’ lives! 

Promise Keepers continues to be a great experience! God is using this event to bring us together 
as men. A challenge to live "all in". Committed to living for His Kingdom. 

Please continue to talk to God about His direction and path for us guys. There are so many needs 
and men hurting & struggling. Quite a number of guys who wish they knew how to simply begin, 
to bring healing and freedom to their homes, lives and marriages. 

I am truly grateful for the many good men that we do have in our church family! May this be the 
year for even more of us, to step up and find our place in His love, and our Kingdom purpose. 

Sincerely His, 

Max Wideman  
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Missions 
We end the year giving thanks for all that the Lord has done and for His continued guidance in 
the area of missions.  Thank you too for your generous giving and your ongoing support. 

Our missions committee worked hard to complete a missions policy for our church.  It was 
submitted to the Church Board and approved.  The missions committee job description was also 
updated. 

We had the privilege of supporting a missions trip to Mexico led by John and Melanie Cressman. 
Moises and Carolyn Ruiz, who serve in Mexico, shared in one of our services and assisted in 
the planning of the trip. A very interesting and informative report was given by the team on their 
return and a debriefing with the missions committee is to follow. 

 
In the fall Kevin and Michelle Weppler, missionaries serving in Romania, informed us of a 
financial need for a young family who had lost their husband and father in a car accident.  We 
were able to help out with a donation. 

We keep in touch with the missionaries we support with cards and notes and receive regular 
updates from them.  Their prayer requests are shared in the bulletin. 

Many thanks to the missions committee members:  Bev Bell, Byron Clarke and Clarke Rieck for 
their dedicated service. Donna Hallman is retiring this year and John Cressman is joining our 
team.  Bev Bell is chairperson for 2018. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Hallman & Florence Einwechter 

 

Because of your 
generous 
contributions, we 
were able to raise 
$10,000 to build a 
church in 
Cuetzalan, 
Mexico 
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Missionaries We Support 

 
Kevin & Michelle Weppler 

Greater Europe Mission 
Romania 

 
Ken & Carolyn Benson 

World Partners & 
MissionPREP 
Toronto, ON 

 
Moises & Carolyn Ruiz 

World Partners 
Mexico 

 
Chris & Sara Middleton 
Fellowship International 

Guelph, ON 

 
Donald & Lorraine Gingras 

World Partners 
Quebec 

 
Rob & Sharlene Dilts 

World Partners 
Golden Lake, ON 

 
Stan & Sally Bragg 

World Partners 
Saugeen First Nations 

Reserve, ON 

 
Cheryl W 

Serving in a sensitive area 

This year, we 
supported 8 

missionaries for 
a combined 

$22,000. 
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Plattsville Christian School 
Strengthening children’s lives and character 

through excellence in Christian Education. 
 While this has been the motto of PCS for over 25 years, it has never been truer than it is this 
year.  We have been blessed to have 50 students pass through our doors since September.  
They represent 28 families of which almost 25% are not regular church attendees.  We are 
changing lives and impacting our larger community in ways we can’t even imagine.  There are 
no words to describe the feeling when one of those students is heard singing worship songs 
while working in the classroom or answering questions during Bible and Chapel periods, or 
participating in corporate prayer time with their classmates. 

Our theme for our students this year revolves around “servanthood” with our verse of the year 
being “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10. We are trying to look beyond our 
school walls and share God’s love out into the community around us.  In September, we 
participated in the Terry Fox Run and raised over $1500 for Cancer research.  October had our 
students collecting almost 400 items for the local food bank.  November found us donating 
hats/mittens/socks for Helping Hands, an outreach project in downtown Hamilton.  December 
gave us the opportunity to bless a local family in our community with over $700 in gift cards, so 
they could enjoy a special Christmas.  Our students are so excited to share God’s love to our 
community in very tangible ways. 

 

 

The PCS Choir on PCS Sunday on April 30, 2017 
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Our goal at PCS is to keep our tuition low so that Christian education is accessible to everyone 
who desires it.  Tuition only covers about half of our expenses and the rest comes through 
fundraising.  We are thankful to all of those who partner with us to change children’s lives.   

How can you help? 
• Please keep our school, students, and staff in your prayers.   
• Come and join us at one of our school fundraising events.   
• Spread the word about the exciting things happening at PCS,  
• Invite your neighbours or family members to come and tour PCS and see if they would 

like to join our family.   
Together, we can impact children’s lives for Christ!  

Respectfully submitted by  

Team PCS 
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Trustees 
Looking back 2017 was a year of catching our breath. 

After upgrading many areas of the church, we have regrouped to look at maintenance areas and 
address them. The trustees are always very conscious of the money we spend as it is donated. 
If we feel we can take on a task and do it ourselves to be more cost effective we will do so. 
Sometimes we simply cannot do this as we all work full time. We then need to hire appropriate 
contractors as required. 

One larger task that is on our radar are the bathrooms downstairs in the new half of the building. 
They are in need of an upgrade but we did not have a plan developed in time to either execute 
ourselves or find a contractor to do the work. These bathrooms have been in use for over 20 
years already and are in need of some TLC. The toilets were recently upgraded as they can be 
reused when we do the bathroom upgrade. 

We have met with contractors to upgrade/replace some windows around the church. This has 
been a frustrating exercise as we have not received quotes back. We must be an intimidating 
bunch, lol. Some very old windows need their thermal panes replaced as well as new curtains. 
And we want to replace some original windows downstairs in the old half of our church; all for 
ease of maintenance and efficiency reasons. This will be an ongoing effort for a few years I 
imagine, as we have several to address. Our goal is to have aluminum cladding installed over 
the window sills and glass protection in front of our stain glass windows. 

 Another task completed was we have discovered the cause and stopped a pesky roof leak above 
Pastor Tim’s and Florence’s office. This will allow us to perform some repairs that will last in 
these areas of the building. 

We continue to find areas in the church that could use some form of repair or upgrade as the 
building continues to age. We are focused on doing repairs that are of a superior nature, as many 
parts of the new half of the church were done with low grade fixtures that have simply worn out. 
We continue to look at repairs that will stand the test of time. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Gary Luloff, Dan Davison and Peter Armstrong, the 
other trustees that help out as able. Also a big thanks to Eldon Wilson for faithfully taking out our 
garbage and keeping the kitchen stocked with water. 

Also a shout out to Pastor Andrew who usually meets with contractors I have called to do work 
at the church. Not sure how we would be able to address issues without him. 
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We currently have repairs in progress on our church sign that should be good to go when the 
weather warms up. I look forward to spring. 

Thanks to all that help out and give generously of their finances to allow us to make repairs as 
required. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Sattler 
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Appendix: Congregational Meeting Minutes 
PEMC INC. CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
November 26, 2017 

There were 44 members and adherents present 

Board chair Douglas Brooker called the meeting to order. 

Elder Eldon Wilson opened in prayer. 

Moved by Jim Sallans and seconded by Eldon Wilson to approve the minutes of the Nov. 
27, 2016 congregational meeting.  Carried. 

Ballots for the election were distributed. 

Byron Clarke and Joanne Rush were appointed tellers. 

Treasurer Frank Peters gave an overview of the proposed 2018 budget. (copy attached) 

Moved by Peter Armstrong and seconded by Marion Maier to approve the 2018 budget.  
Carried. 

The results of the election are as follows: 

Board members elected for a one year term-Douglas Brooker, Caleb Stevens, Frank Peters, 
Owen Horn, Lindsey Reick, Josh Deming. 

Elders elected for a three year term-Norm Maier, Marion Maier, Terrina Rehkopf 

Elders with two years left in their term are Eldon Wilson and Elmer Bretz 

Moved by Eldon Wilson and seconded by Jess Deming to destroy the ballots.  Carried. 

Pastor Tim Clayton closed in prayer. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 


