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Session One: Does God Still Speak Today? 
 

A. Scripture can’t be Understood apart from 
Hearing the Holy Spirit 

 
• Cessationists (people who don’t believe God speaks or 

performs miracles today) continually talk about the 
_______________________ of Scripture, by which they mean 
that God doesn’t need to speak to us additionally. 

 
John 14:26 (NIV) But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.  
 
• In God’s wisdom, He actually designed it so that kingdom 

truths cannot be fully understood without 
____________________ assistance, for they are often hidden.  

 
John 7:17 (NIV) If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out 
whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my 
own. 
 
Luke 10:21 (NIV) I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, 
and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your 
good pleasure. 
 
• Jesus said kingdom secrets cannot be ____________________ 

by human intelligence or education alone. They are ultimately 
revealed by God!  
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Luke 8:10 (NIV) The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 
God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so 
that, though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may 
not understand. 
 
• The Scriptures can’t be properly understood apart from the 

revealing ministry of the ________________________.  
 
John 5:39-40 (ESV) You search the Scriptures because you think 
that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness 
about me, 40  yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 
 
Matthew 16:17 (NLT) You are blessed, Simon son of John, because 
my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn 
this from any human being. 
 
Luke 9:44-45 (NIV) Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: 
The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men." 45 

But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from 
them, so that they did not grasp it …. 
 
Luke 24:44-45 (NIV) He said to them, "This is what I told you while 
I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms." 45 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures. 
 
Acts 10:28 (NIV) You are well aware that it is against our law for a 
Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me 
that I should not call any man impure or unclean. 
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Acts 10:34-35 (NIV) I now realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism, but accepts men from every nation who fear him 
and do what is right. 

 
• If God has never __________________ your theology or 

doctrine in anything, you probably haven’t been listening. 
 

 
B. Scripture teaches there is Revelation Besides     

 the Bible 
 
1 Corinthians 13:8-10 (NIV) But where there are prophecies, they 
will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where 
there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect 
disappears.  
 
1 Corinthians 13:12a (NIV) Now we see but a poor reflection as in 
a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  
 
1 Corinthians 13:12b (NIV) Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully …. 
 
• The speaking gifts will cease when we know fully at His 

____________________________! 
 

• If speaking gifts like prophecy, tongues and knowledge (above) 
remain until Jesus returns, then obviously they are here for 
the purpose of transmitting further 
________________________ from God!  
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o UNDERSTANDING from God:  
Ephesians 1:17 (NIV) I keep asking that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation …. 

 
o MESSAGE from God:  

1 Corinthians 14:26 (NIV) When you come together, 
everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a 
revelation, a tongue or an interpretation.  

 
o DIRECTION from God:  

Galatians 2:1-2 (NIV) Fourteen years later I went up again 
to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus along 
also. 2 I went in response to a revelation  

 
• These additional revelations do not ___________________ 

Scripture, for they’re a very different type of revelation! 
 

• Knowledge of the Bible acts as a ___________________ 
through which the events of our daily lives must pass before 
we can discern if God is truly speaking in these events. 

 
• It is the Christian belief that nothing further will be said by 

God to extend or _______________________ biblical 
principles. 

 
 

C. Conclusion 
 
• The fact that someone doesn’t hear God doesn’t prove that 

God doesn’t speak to people today. 
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• Though He doesn’t speak to the proud and arrogant, He 

delights to speak to two kinds of people: 
 
o People who think they are too simple. 

 
John 10:27 (ESV) My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. 

o People who think they are too bad. 
 
1 Samuel 3:3-5 (NIV) The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark 
of God was. 4  Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, 
"Here I am." 5  And he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called 
me." But Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." So he went 
and lay down. 
 
1 Samuel 3:8-10 (NIV) Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling 
the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, 
say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went 
and lay down in his place. The LORD came and stood there, calling 
as all the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
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Session One Practicum:  Simple Question and 
Conversation 

1. Exercise 1:  Answer the following questions: 
 

a. When you made the decision to follow Jesus, what 
happened in you that made you think or feel that you 
needed to do that? How did you know? How could you tell 
that He came into your life?  
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 
b. Has there been a time when a Bible verse you read 

seemed to be directed at a particular situation or 
circumstance you were going through? Or a verse seemed 
to pop out at you? 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
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c. Have you ever been reading Scripture when suddenly a 

thought came to you that helped you understand that 
passage in a way you hadn’t understood it before? 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 
d. Have you ever heard a sermon that really seemed to be 

directed right at you? It almost seemed like the preacher 
was speaking right at you? Explain… 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 
e. Have you ever felt a prompting, nudge or urgency to do, or 

not to do something? Explain … 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
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f. Are there other ways in which God has spoken to you? 
Dream? Vision? Audible voice? Other?  
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 
2. If you answered any of these six questions, you have already 

heard God!  
 

3. It proves what the Bible said: “My sheep hear my voice!” Not 
will hear; they already do!  

 
4. Share ONE of these briefly with someone next to you  

a. If you were not able to fill in any of these questions, then 
you’re in the right place - that’s why you’re here - so you 
CAN hear God’s voice! And we’re all here so we can grow 
to hear Him even better!  

b. Team members here can help you to hear God - go to see 
them as soon as the sharing begins!  
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Exercise 2: The “Simple Question” listening prayer 
exercise 

a. First: thanksgiving & praise 
• The way to enter God’s presence is through praise 
• Psalm 100:4 (ESV) Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his 
name!  

• Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something He 
wants you to be grateful for and why.  Then begin to 
praise and thank Him from a heart of deep 
gratefulness.   

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 
b. Second:  ask a question 

• Ask the Holy Spirit, “What do you like about me? 
Why?  Or, “What do you see when you look at 
me?” 

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 
c. Third: write down an IMPRESSION, thought, ‘word’ or 

picture that comes to you. 
• Write “G:” (for God) 
• Then put your pen on the paper & write the 1st thing 

that comes to your mind 
• Do not wrestle with whose thoughts – just write them 

down 
• Do NOT reject positive things He may want to say to 

you. Accept them by FAITH!  
• Keep writing as long as you get thoughts - don’t stop!  
 

d. Fourth: respond (journal it) 
• Next, print your first initial on the next line and write 

out your response to God 
• It could be a question you have, or you may simply 

wish to make a comment.  
• There is no right or wrong thing here.  
• It’s just part of normal conversation, only this time the 

conversation is with God!  
• Why do we write these impressions, ‘words,’ thoughts 

or pictures down?  
• In order to focus our thoughts, so that our minds don’t 

wander.  
• Next, listen attentively, for another response from God 

– and write it down again 
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• It will be a logical and rational response, one that 
makes sense for the context of your question or 
comment. Again, place a “G” before it.  

• Then respond again and keep the conversation going! 
• The conversation will look something like this: 
• G: Begin by writing down an impression, thought, 

‘word’ or picture you get.  
• R: Begin with a question 
• G: Be quiet (listen) and write down the thoughts 
• R: Respond to the thoughts you receive, addressing 

them to the Lord 
• G: Be quiet (listen) and write down further thoughts 

that come to you.  
 
 

If you are having difficulty, see a team member 
 
Share briefly something you got. Then pray for each other to 
grow in hearing God’s voice this week.  
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Session One: Homework 

 
Spend no less than 30 minutes per day - more if you can 
 
1. Begin a Devotional Journal 

 
2. Each day: 

a. Write down the date.  
b. Next, begin your session by thanking God for something, 

such as what He did for you the day before.  
c. Then follow your praise portion with a prayer 

conversation.  
d. Of course, you may also wish to note other things in your 

journal as well, such as what He taught you, or what He 
did for you or any other thing that may be noteworthy to 
you.   
 

3. Example of journaling: 
 
January 18, 2016 
R: Lord, thank you for a wonderful rest you gave me this night. 
Thank you for what you did for me yesterday. Thank you for 
answering my prayer to help me connect with a colleague at 
work who has been really difficult to work with. Thank you for 
the idea you gave me to bring him a piece of dessert from 
Fran, and for the incredible difference it made in his attitude 
towards me.  
R: Lord, I also thank you for the wisdom you gave Fran & I in 
handling young daughter’s night terrors. Thank you for the 
idea you gave me/us to call our friends whose son had a 
similar problem. What a great idea they had. I praise you for 
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that Lord. You care about our big needs and you care about 
the so-called smaller needs!  
 
R: Is there any sin you wish to reveal to me that I need to 
confess and forsake? 
G: Yes. You spend too much time watching TV.  
R: Lord, why is that a sin in your eyes? 
G: Because instead of spending time reading your Bible, 
praying, reading helpful books or serving me, you waste your 
time on something that will not help you eternally.  
R: Lord, now I understand the gravity of this. I confess this as a 
sin and ask you to forgive me.  
G: Ray, you are forgiven.  
AND SO ON … 
 

4. From the list that follows, choose one question each day, from 
which to begin a conversation: 
a. What do you like about me? 
b. What do you see when you look at me? 
c. What sin do you want me to reveal to me? 
d. When and for how long do you want me to meet with you 

each day? 
e. How do you want me to structure my life? 
f. Is there anything that keeps me from full surrender to 

you? 
g. What things do you want me to pray for myself? 
h. What things do you want me to pray for in my marriage? 
i. What things do you want me to pray for in my family? 

 



Hearing God Seminar – Southland Church – July 2018 15 
	

5. If you prefer, you can even ask the Holy Spirit in prayer to 
bring you a question to your mind. When you receive an idea, 
write it down.  
 

6. Of course, remember to thank the Lord for answering your 
request then!  

 

7. Then listen in prayer and write out your conversation with 
God in your Devotional/Prayer Journal 

 

8. Next week I’ll ask you to share something you got from your 
homework assignment.  

 

9. As you’re reading your Bibles from now on, mark HG (Hearing 
God) every time you come across a verse where God is 
speaking, or in which someone is hearing in some way or 
another.  

 
 

NOTES:  
1. Do this in place of your devotions for the duration of this 

seminar 
2. Spend at least 30 min per day in your listening prayer 

exercises - more if you can 
3. Bring your Hearing God Booklet & Bible back with you next 

week. You’ll need them. 
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Session Two:  Why We Need to Hear God’s Voice 
 
A. So Christ Can Function as your Lord/King 

 
• God is fully establishing His kingdom on earth. 
 
Matthew 11:12 (NIV) From the days of John the Baptist until now, 
the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful 
men lay hold of it. 
 
• Battles and kingdoms require constant 

___________________________. 
 
1 Peter 5:8 (NIV) Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 
 
Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV) For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways," declares the Lord. 9 "As the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
• David understood these things about God and this is why He 

went to listen for the Lord’s strategies to fight his enemies. 
 
2 Samuel 5:19 (ESV) And David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go 
up against the Philistines? Will you give them into my hand?” And 
the LORD said to David, “Go up, for I will certainly give the 
Philistines into your hand.” 

 
• Eventually, the Philistines returned and David inquires again… 
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2 Samuel 5:23 (ESV) And when David inquired of the LORD, he 
said, “You shall not go up; go around to their rear, and come 
against them opposite the balsam trees.” 
 
Acts 16:6-10 (ESV) And they went through the region of Phrygia 
and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the 
word in Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they 
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow 
them. So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a vision 
appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing 
there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help 
us.” And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to 
go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 
preach the gospel to them. 

 
 

B. So God Can Function as your Father 
 

Matthew 5:45 (ESV) … so that you may be sons of your Father 
who is in heaven [lit. the heavens]. 

 
• God wants to have a _____________________________ with 

us as a Father! 
 

John 17:3 (NIV) Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  
 
• The Heavenly Father assures His children 
 
Romans 8:16 (NIV) The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that 
we are God's children.  
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• The Father __________________ His children of danger. 
 

• The Heavenly Father comforts His children. 
 

• The Heavenly Father ______________________ His children. 
 

• There are other ways God wants to relate to us as Father:  
guides, provides, disciplines, teaches, motivates, protects, 
encourages, forgives, etc. 
 

1 John 1:3 (NIV) And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ. 

 
 
C. So He can be your Life 
 
John 15:5 (ESV) I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart 
from me you can do nothing. 
 
Matthew 4: 1-4 (ESV) Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
desert to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and 
forty nights, he was hungry. They tempter came to him and said, 
“If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
 
Hebrews 1:3 (NIV) The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the 
exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word.  
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John 6:63 (NIV) The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort 
accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you 
are spirit and life. 
 
Isaiah 55:11 (NIV) … so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  
 
• In some mysterious way Jesus abides in the very words that 

proceed from Him so that they actually accomplish & achieve 
what is spoken! Wow!  

 
John 14:27 (NIV) Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid.  
 

Acts 23:11 (NIV) The following night the Lord stood near Paul and 
said, "Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, 
so you must also testify in Rome."  
 
• Paul couldn’t turn His fears into courage; but when Jesus 

stood near him in that prison and spoke a word of courage 
into His heart, his fears subsided! 
 

John 10:10 (ESV) I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly.  
 
Matthew 11:28-30 (NIV) Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
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find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light. 
 
Nehemiah 8:10 (NIV) …the joy of the LORD is your strength. 
 
• When the soul/spirit (inner man) is fed, it becomes strong! 
 

John 15:6 (NIV) If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers. 

Psalm 1:2-3 (NIV) But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on 
his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf 
does not wither. 

Psalm 19:7 (NIV) The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. 
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Session Two Practicum 
 
Meditation Question and Conversation 
 
STEP ONE: Carefully and prayerfully read (reflect or meditate) on 
Psalm 121 – take your time.  
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
STEP TWO: select a word, phrase or verse that seemed to ‘draw 
you’ to it.  

1. Other ways of saying that may include:  
• It seemed to stick out to you 
• It caught your attention 
• It drew your curiosity 
• It jumped out at you 
• It stood out to you 
• It bothered, troubled or convicted you 
• It touched you 
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• It encouraged you 
• It interested you 

2. You may have had an impression in the very first verse or 
two; perhaps in the middle or the end 

3. Whatever the impression was, write that word, phrase of 
verse down in your journal. Now.  

4. OR, perhaps a thought came to you because of the word, 
phrase or verse you read in Scripture 
• A specific ‘word’ of encouragement for something in 

your life 
• A thought of direction for something in your life 
• A piece of wisdom you needed for something in your life 
• A promise for you at this time 
• A rebuke for something 
• A warning  
• A blessing 

5. Then write this down!  
6. Why do we write these impressions, ‘words,’ thoughts or 

pictures down?  
7. In order to focus our thoughts, so that our minds don’t 

wander.  
8. Once you have written down the word, phrase or verse that 

stood out to you, WRITE the letter “G:” in front of it. Do 
it now. Remember: “G” stands for God.  

9. That impression or thought that stood out to you as you read 
was the whisper of His voice! You heard it!  

10. If you had a ‘word’ or picture in your mind, that too was His 
voice. 

11. On the next line, write down the initial of your first name 
(E.g. R for Ray), as you did in Lesson 7.  

12. Next to your initial, write out a question you have about the 
word, phrase or verse you wrote down. You could also write 
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a comment. You’re speaking back to God about what you 
heard.  

13. A question or comment is part of normal conversation.  
14. There is no right or wrong in this, so ask away! Or tell God 

something about this! 
15. Next, wait for a response from the Lord.  
16. It will be a logical and rational response, one that makes 

sense for the context of your question or comment. Again, 
place a “G” before it.  

17. And then, placing your initial on the page, continue with 
another question or comment.  

18. Keep the conversation going.  
19. Example: The following is an actual conversation that 

someone had with God. Decades earlier this person had 
unintentionally made a vow, telling his to-be wife that he 
expected to die before he reached the age of 40. See how 
God’s Spirit so directed the conversation so that it went 
straight to this deep root in his life, which was causing him 
trouble! The verse that stood out to him in His Bible reading 
& meditation was Mark 3:5. Follow the conversation that 
followed:  
 
 
Mark 3:5 (NIV) He looked around at them in anger and, 
deeply distressed at their hardened hearts …. 
 
R: Is there something you are trying to say to me? 
G: You don’t have a hardened heart. But I want you to go 
deeper into me relationally.  
R: Teach me a way to go deeper with you.  
G: Press on. 
R: Please clarify. 
G: Continue with the process.  
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G: Do it also in the evening. 
R: How do you see my heart? 
G: Pink – healthy – athletic 
R: What do you mean athletic? 
G: Go the distance. 
R: What do you mean? 
G: You are going to live as long as I say you are going to 
live.  

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
 
STEP THREE:  Share briefly something you got. Then pray over 
each other to grow in hearing God this week. 
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Session Two: Homework 
 
1. Meditate & journal your conversation with God on the 

following Psalms this week 
Day 1 – Psalm 1 
Day 2 – Psalm 19 
Day 3 – Psalm 23 
Day 4 – Psalm 24 
Day 5 – Psalm 37 
Day 6 – Psalm 42 
 

2. Next week I’ll ask you to share a conversation you got from 
your homework assignment.  

 
Bring your Hearing God Booklet & Bible back with you next week. 
You’ll need them. 
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Session Three: The Bible is a Primary Way to 
Hear God 

 
A.  God speaks to us through Scripture in two different 

ways  
 
• ______________________ - to everybody.  

 
• ______________________ - to individual people, with specific 

messages for specific situations at specific times. 
 

• _____________  
 

1. Three times logos is personified & applied to Jesus 
 
John 1:1, 14 (NIV) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God…The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us… 

 
Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV) In the past God spoke to our forefathers 
through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son… 
 

2. The rest of the time logos simply means: “what God has 
said or has to say to us.” 

 
• The Holy Spirit’s job is the make the Scriptures apply to our 

lives personally and in a _______________ (living) way.   
 

Matthew 4:3 (ESV) If you are the Son of God, command these 
stones to become loaves of bread. 
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Matthew 4:4 (ESV) It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word [rhema] that comes from the mouth of 
God.’ 
 
John 5:19 (ESV) …the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but 
only what he sees the Father doing. 
 
B. Knowing God speaks to us personally is key to 

understanding other matters 
 

1. It’s the key to understanding saving faith.   
 

Romans 10:17 (ESV) So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ. 
 
2. It’s the key for understanding faith to act and obey. 
 
Hebrews 11:7 (ESV) By faith Noah, being warned by God 
concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an 
ark for the saving of his household. 

Isaiah 28:16 “The one who believes doesn’t flee.” 

2Timothy 4:21 “Do your best to come here before winter.” 

 
3. It’s the key to claiming God’s promises to us. 

 
 

4. It’s the key for understanding answered prayers. 
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John 15:7 (NIV) If you remain in me and my words [rhema] remain 
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  

5. It’s the key to receiving guidance from God. 
 
Jeremiah 10:17-18 (KJV) Gather up thy wares out of the land, O 
inhabitants of the fortress. For thus saith the Lord, Behold I will sling out 
the inhabitants of the land at this once. 
 
John 16:13 (NIV) But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what 
he hears... 

 
6. It’s the key to meditation. 

 
Joshua 1:8 (NIV) Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your 
mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to 
do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 
successful. 

o But we also need to ____________________ listen to God 
through meditation on His Word  
 

o When we ponder, prayerfully think about, listen or “chew” 
on Scripture it’s called ________________!  
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Three Practicum:                                              
Devotional Tool 
 

SMORP is a simple acronym to help us remember the key items in our 
daily devotional walk with Jesus: 

S cripture – meditation; memorization; reading; observation: something     
learned about God & His ways 
M essage – correction, direction, encouragement, promise, wisdom 
O bedience – what God wants you to do about a correction or direction 
R epentance – not just confession; but a turn of direction 
P rayer – praise, gratitude, worship, intercession 
 
1. Step 1: Read & meditate on Psalm 103 

1. Read the passage carefully (reflect & meditate). Ask the Lord in 
prayer to reveal something out of the Message & Obedience 
parts of SMORP 

2. If you sense you are to ask a particular question, then choose 
that one; it is God speaking to you!  

3. If you don’t really sense one in particular, choose one you 
would like to ask.  

4. Then use that question to begin a conversation in the same 
manner you did in Sessions 1 & 2 

5. Note: Maybe it’s something you saw or learned that you’ve 
never seen before or that stood out to you – even if it didn’t 
seem personal, it was Him speaking because John 16 says that 
the Holy Spirit is our teacher!  

2. Step 2: Share briefly something you got. Then pray over each other 
to grow in hearing God this week.  
       ____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
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Session Three: Homework 
 
1. Hold your daily devotions this week, using the SMORP acronym: 
2. Journal your conversation as you meditate in John this week, using 

the items included in SMORP: 
Day 1 - John 14:1-14 
Day 2 - John 14:15-31 
Day 3 - John 15:1-17 
Day 4 - John 15:18-25 
Day 5 - John 16:1-15 
Day 6 - John 16:16-33 

3. Next week I’ll ask you to share a conversation you got from your 
homework assignment.  

 
NOTES: 
1. Do this in place of your regular devotions  
2. Spend no less than 30 min per day (more if you can) - it takes time 

just to quiet yourself to hear Him.  
3. Bring your Hearing God Booklet & Bible back with you next week - 

you’ll need them.  
4. Arrive to be in your seats by 6:50 pm, so we can start on time at 7 

pm.  (7:00 - 8:30 pm) 
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Session Four: Ways in Which God Speaks 
 
Job 33:14 (CEV) God speaks in different ways, and we don't 
always recognize his voice.  
 
A. Audible Voice 

 
• Biblical Examples:   

1. Old Testament:  God called to Samuel 
2. New Testament: God called to Saul on the road to 

Damascus 
 

B. Angels 
 

• Biblical Examples:   
1. Old Testament: Abraham, Joshua, Balaam, Gideon, 

Samson’s parents, Isaiah, Daniel, Manoah’s 
nameless wife 

2. New Testament: Philip, Cornelius 
 

C. Other Phenomena 
 

• Biblical Examples:   
1. Burning Bush– Moses 
2. Donkey – Balaam 
3. Writing on the wall – Belshazzar and Daniel 
4. Fleece – Gideon 
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D. Dreams & Visions 
 

• Biblical Examples of Dreams:   
1. In Genesis, Joseph learned through two dreams 

what his future would be 
2. In the New Testament, the Magi were warned in a 

dream 
• Visions are similar to dreams, except that those receiving 

them are _____________________. 
 

3. Old Testament: God appeared to Abraham in a 
vision confirming his promise to grant him a son 
(Gen 15:1) 

4. New Testament: Peter received vision transforming 
his attitude towards the Gentiles (Acts 10:9-17) 

 

Romans 13:13-14 (NLT) Because we belong to the day, we must live 
decent lives for all to see. Don’t participate in the darkness of wild 
parties and drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral 
living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, clothe yourself with 
the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And don’t let yourself think 
about ways to indulge your evil desires.  
 

• God speaks in dreams and visions to _____________ 
people too!  Example – Pilate’s wife, King Nebuchadnezzar. 
 

Acts 2:17-18 (NLT) In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your 
young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 
18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men 
and women alike ….’ 
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E. Through Other People 

 
1. Preaching and Teaching 

 
• 1 Thess. 2:13 (NIV) …when you received the 

word of God, which you heard from us, you 
accepted it not as the word of men, but as it 
actually is, the word of God… 

 
2. Prophesying (Acts 11:28) 

 
3. Words of Knowledge (1 Corinthians 12:8) 

  
4. Words of Wisdom (1 Corinthians 12:8) 

 
5. Interpretation of Tongues ( 1 Corinthians 12:10, 14:5) 

 
 
F. Still Small Voice 

 
• This is the most ______________________ way in which 

God speaks to us. 
 

1 Kings 19:11-12 (RSV) And he said, "Go forth, and stand upon 
the mount before the LORD." And behold, the LORD passed by, 
and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in 
pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the 
wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not 
in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the 
LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. 
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Job 26:14 (ESV) Behold, these are but the outskirts of his ways, 
and how small a whisper do we hear of him! But the thunder 
of his power who can understand? 

 
• Now this inner voice takes the form of 

____________________ that are our thoughts, though 
tangibly not from us!  
 

Nehemiah 7:5 (NIV) So my God put it into my heart to 
assemble the nobles, the officials and the common people for 
registration by families. 

 
James 1:5-6 (ESV) If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, 
who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be 
given him. 6  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and 
tossed by the wind. 
 
• Holy Spirit thoughts may also be attended by ___________ 

to a greater or lesser degree, as the Holy Spirit operates 
with a Word upon our hearts. 

 
Luke 24:32 (NIV) Were not our hearts burning within us while 
he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us? 

Acts 7:54 (NKJV) When they heard these things they were cut 
to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth. 

 
• Domesticated animals and pets learn to accurately 

recognize the voice of their master by ________________! 
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• Learning to distinguish God’s voice is no different – you 
learn through experience! 
 

James 3:17 (NIV) But the wisdom that comes from heaven is 
first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full 
of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 

 
1 Cor. 2:16 (NIV) “For who has known the mind of the Lord 
that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ. 

 
1 Cor. 2:11b (NIV) In the same way no one knows the thoughts 
of God except the Spirit of God. 

 
1 Corinthians 2:11a (NIV) For who among men knows the 
thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? 
 
• And it is in our spirits, where the Holy Spirit communicates 

to God’s thought to us. 
 
Romans 8:16 (NIV) The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit 
that we are God's children. 

 
• Warning: this gentle word, which bypasses our physical 

senses to go directly to our spirits, may be easily 
___________________ by some who think that only the 
more explosive communications are the real thing. 
 

• Why does God prefer to use the still small voice?  It is best 
suited to a relationship with ____________ intelligent 
beings.  
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Jeremiah 29:13 (NIV) You will seek me and find me when you seek 
me with all your heart. 
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Session Four Practicum:   
Command Question and Conversation  

 
How many have heard God speak through a dream? Vision? 
Audible voice? Angel? Preaching? Whisper? 

If you’ve ever heard God through an audible voice, angel or 
something quite unusual, please tell me.  

 
Step 1:  Answer the following questions: 

a. Have you ever experienced God speaking to you in any 
way other than through Scripture or a still small voice? Ask 
Him to remind you of anything you may have forgotten. 
Write it down. 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 
b. Is there a time that you recall Him speaking to you in a 

still, small voice within your thoughts? Pray & ask Him to 
remind you. Write it down. 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 
Step 2:  Ask God, “What question would you like me to ask 
You? “ 

a. Write down the question that comes to your mind. 
Then place your pen on the paper and begin to write 
whatever comes to your mind. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

 
If you don’t ‘hear’ a question, use one of the questions below: 

• Is there someone you want me to give a word of 
encouragement? What do you want me to say? 
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• Is there someone you want me to do something for? What 
do you want me to do? 

• Is there someone you want me to pray for? What should I 
pray for? 

• What would you like me to stop doing in my life? What 
steps should I take for doing this? 

• What would you like me to begin doing in my life? What 
steps should I take for doing this? 

• Is there anything I need to confess and ask forgiveness 
from You for?  

• Is there anything I need to confess and ask forgiveness 
from someone else for?  

 
Step 3: Share a question/answer you received.  Then pray for each 
other to grow in hearing God this week, 
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Session Four: Homework  
 
Meditate on the following this week. Journal your conversation 
with God using the SMORP acronym. 

Day 1 - John 1 
Day 2 - John 2 
Day 3 - John 3 
Day 4 - John 4 
Day 5 - John 5 
Day 6 - John 6 

 
• By no later than noon each day, ask God to prompt you if 

there’s something He wants you to do that day. 
 
• Next week you will share from something you got in the 

homework.  
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Session Five: Listening for God’s Guidance 
 

A. God Gives Specific Direction To His People  
 
Psalm 32:8 (NLT) The Lord says, “I will guide you along the best 
pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch over you.” 
 
• Jesus modeled this pattern for us, He did only what He saw or 

heard the Father doing. 
 

John 5:30 (NIV) By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, 
and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him 
who sent me.  
 
John 5:19 (NIV) I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by 
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because 
whatever the Father does the Son also does. (Also John 8:28; 
12:49; 14:10, 24, 31). 
 
• He told them to be ___________________ and increase in 

number; to ______________ the earth and subdue it; to 
____________________ over the fish, birds and animals.  

 
• God instructed Noah to build an ark to escape the impending 

judgment. 
 

• God spoke to Abraham to leave his country and go to a land 
that would be given to him. 

 
• The place where Moses and Joshua went to hear God is called 

the ________________________. 
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Exodus 33:7 (NIV) Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it 
outside the camp some distance away, calling it the "tent of 
meeting." Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of 
meeting outside the camp. 

Acts 7:44 (NIV) Our forefathers had the tabernacle of the 
Testimony with them in the desert. It had been made as God 
directed Moses, according to the pattern he had seen. 

 
• This has always been the best way to live and minister – hear 

and see it in heaven and then copy it on earth!   
 

Acts 16:6-10 (NIV) Paul and his companions traveled throughout 
the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy 
Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they 
came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the 
Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia 
and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a 
man of Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over to 
Macedonia and help us." 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got 
ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had 
called us to preach the gospel to them. 

• God directed an entire Church when they were 
_________________________________! 
 

Acts 13:2-3 (ESV) While they [church at Antioch] were worshiping 
the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 

Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and 
sent them off.  
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Isaiah 30:21 (NIV) Whether you turn to the right or to the left, 
your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, "This is the way; 
walk in it." 
 
 
B. Six Steps for Receiving and Carrying out God’s 

direction and will 
 

1. _________________ to God’s will. 
 
• If within we really do not want God’s guidance then no 

matter what we will position ourselves before God in 
such a way that His voice will be filtered out and we’ll 
twist His voice to our purposes.   
 

• The fact that so few people ask God for guidance when 
not in trouble or needing to make big decisions is 
indicative that many people don’t really want God to 
be in control of their lives!  

 
 

 
2. __________________ a personalized word (rhema). The 

WHAT. 
 
• Just because a door is open doesn’t mean God wants 

you to go through it. 
 

• Just because a door is shut doesn’t mean God doesn’t 
want you to go through it. 
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• When to expect God’s answer for guidance: 

o Immediately. 
o When persevering in prayer. 
o When reading the Bible. 
o As you go about your day. 
o During sleep or after you awake. 

 
• God may respond in four ways: 

o Yes. 
o Yes with conditions or a twist. 
o No. 
o Wait. 

 
3. _________________ a personalized word (rhema).  

 
9 Tests to be used for confirmation 

 
a) Consider if it violates any Scriptural principles. 

 
b) Reflect on the tone of the ‘word’ or ‘message’. 

 
c) Ask yourself if the ‘word’ was recurring. 

 
d) Ask for confirmation from your Bible meditation. 

 
a. Isaiah 7:10-13 (NIV) Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 

11 "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the 
deepest depths or in the highest heights." 12 But Ahaz 
said, "I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the 
test." 13 Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of 
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David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? 
Will you try the patience of my God also?  

 
e) There may be a sensation or feeling as the Spirit operates 

upon your spirit. 
 

f) Receive wise advice or counsel. 
 

a. Proverbs 12:15 (ESV) The way of a fool is right in 
his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.  

 
g) Receive confirmation through others 

 
h) See if circumstances point in the same direction. 

 
i) If you receive something you asked for even while you are 

still praying or shortly after (e.g. wisdom). 
 

4. Ask God to reveal the _____________________ (HOW). 
 

5. _________________ for divine timing (WHEN). 
 

6. _________________ a rhema Word.   
 

James 1:5-8 (NIV) If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it 
will be given to him. 6 But when he asks, he must believe and 
not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That man should not think he 
will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded 
man, unstable in all he does. 
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Session Five Practicum:   
Guidance Question and Conversation 

 
1. Step 1: Answer the following questions:  

 
a. Has God ever given you some type of direction before? 

Explain 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

b.  Have you ever received direction in response to a specific 
question you asked God for? Explain.  

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

2. Step 2: Ask God to begin to give you direction for one of the 
following areas in your life: 
o Assurance of salvation 
o Walk with God (character, holiness, state of relationship 

with Him) 
o Kids’ Extracurricular Involvement  
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o Spiritual Growth Of Kids (things to pray for or actions to 
take as parents) 

o What To Do On Time Off (weekend, or vacation time) 
o Finances (giving, saving, spending)  
o Fasting, Exercise & Eating  
o Healing,  
o Evangelism 
o Devotional Life (Bible reading, prayer, other reading)  
o Ministry calling & Gift Development  
o Ministry Involvement (can have separate categories for 

separate ministries)  
o Marriage  
o Other Relationships (family, work, neighbors)  
o Scheduling (amount being done, strategies for greater 

efficiency and effectiveness)  
o Business, career or work 
o For The Region, Country or World  
o Scripture Questions (understanding) 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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Step 3:  Ask God to give you confirmation(s): 

o Through circumstances that see to line up 
o Through more rhemas through the Bible or some other 

way 
 

Step 4: Share briefly something you got. Then pray over each 
other to grow in hearing God this week. 
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Session Five: Homework  
 
1. Using the participant booklet and the suggested prayer 

categories in Appendix F: Suggested Prayer Categories, 
choose at least 4-6 categories to label on the tabs of your 
prayer journal.   

2. Then begin with one of the topics.  
3. Write down the question(s) you have about this topic and ask 

God to speak to you as you read His Word.  
4. IMPORTANT: Next, tell Him that you are willing to do 

whatever He tells you - and mean it!  
5. Each day this week, carefully read a chapter(s) from Psalms, 

and a chapter(s) from John. Or you may choose to revert to 
your own Bible reading plan at this point.   

6. If a word, phrase, sentence, verse or passage seems to stick 
out and speak to your question, write it down.  

7. In listening prayer after your reading, ask God to give you a 
word, thought, picture or Scripture to either get direction, or 
confirm the direction you think you’re receiving.  

8. Write all of this down in your prayer journal.  
 

Notes: 

1. Do this in place of your regular devotions.  
2. Spend no less than 30 min per day (more if you can) - it takes 

time just to quiet yourself to hear Him.  
3. In listening prayer after your reading, ask God to give you a 

word, thought, picture or Scripture to either get direction, or 
confirm the direction you think you’re receiving.  

4. Write all of this down in your prayer journal.  
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Session Six: Balance in Listening for God’s 
Guidance  
 
A. Listening for Guidance Must NOT Replace Bible 

Study 
 
• Some people never read their Bibles but instead want to listen 

to God in prayer for guidance. 
 

• But God has already spoken to us about many things that are 
His will. 
 

2 Tim. 3:16-17 (ESV) All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, 17  that the man of God may be competent, 
equipped for every good work. 

Joshua 1:8 (NIV) Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything 
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 
 
James 1:5 (NIV) If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 
 

• If our lives conform to the general counsels of God for his 
people, as given to us in his written Word as a whole, then we 
are already well situated in God’s general and moral will for 
our lives! 
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• If in addition, we have received & obeyed specific guidance by 
a specific word of God to us concerning a particular matter, 
then we are perfectly in God’s specific will for us as well!  

 
Judges 13:8 (NIV) Then Manoah prayed to the LORD: "O Lord, I beg 
you, let the man of God you sent to us come again to teach us how 
to bring up the boy who is to be born."  

• God’s Spirit will never contradict His written Word – NEVER! 
 

John 14:26 (NIV) But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you. 
 

Luke 6:27-28 (NIV) But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you, 28  bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who mistreat you.  

 
 
B. Listening for Guidance Must NOT Replace Good 

Counsel 
 

• God designed it so that we’d have to get some guidance 
through others. 
 

Proverbs 11:14 (ESV) Where there is no guidance, a people falls, 
but in an abundance of counselors there is safety.  

 
Proverbs 12:15 (ESV) The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but 
a wise man listens to advice.  
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• Some people are NOT teachable - their hearts are not 

positioned in a posture of humility, they don’t need anyone 
else, they can do it alone.   

 
 

C. Listening for Guidance Must NOT Replace 
Common Sense 
 

• What is common sense?   Cambridge Dictionary says it’s “the 
basic level of practical knowledge and judgment that we all 
need to help us live in a reasonable and safe way.” 
 

• Common sense equates to the knowledge & experience which 
most people already have, or which the person using the term 
believes that they do or should have! 

 
Proverbs 3:21-23 (NIV) My son, preserve sound judgment and 
discernment, do not let them out of your sight; 22they will be life 
for you, an ornament to grace your neck. 23Then you will go on 
your way in safety, and your foot will not stumble. 

• God does NOT want us to suspend common sense! 
 

D. Listening for Guidance Must NOT Replace Human 
Authority 
 

Romans 13:1-2 (NIV) Everyone must submit himself to the 
governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which 
God has established. The authorities that exist have been 
established by God. 2  Consequently, he who rebels against the 
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authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those 
who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 

Hebrews 13:17 (NIV) Obey your leaders and submit to their 
authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an 
account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 
for that would be of no advantage to you.  

Why would God tell someone in the church something which is 
contrary to the way the church believes or behaves? 

1. To pray it into being 
 

2. To give confirmation 
 

Psalm 25:14 (NIV) The LORD confides in those who fear him; he 
makes his covenant known to them.  

Positive Example 

• The Lord revealed to Samuel that he was going to replace King 
Saul with David. 
 

1 Samuel 16:13 (NIV) So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed 
him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit 
of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to 
Ramah. 

Negative Example 

• Joseph foolishly shared the dream he had about him ruling over 
his father and brothers 
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Session Six: Practicum  
 
Step 1: Answer the following questions 
1. Have you ever received confirmation from someone else 

about what God was directing you in? Explain. 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 

2. Have you ever received direction from God in prayer with your 
spouse or friend? Explain.  
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 

Step 2: Pair up and Pray 

3. Choose a topic from last week’s topical list. Listen in prayer 
together, stopping to share, discuss, confirm and ask further 
questions, before listening again.  
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 
Step 3: Pray for each other to continue to grow in hearing God 
this week. 
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Session Six: Homework 
 
Spend no less than 30 minutes per day - more if you can 
 
1. Continue to work through your topics in the following weeks 

and record what you get in your topical journal.   
2. Listen as you continue to daily read His Word. 
3. Listen for confirmation and direction together with your 

spouse or a friend. 
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A Final Word 
 

You’ve embarked on the most 
important journey you’ll ever take - a 
supernatural journey with God. Many 

have embarked on such a journey 
before you. Some of their stories are 
recorded in the Bible. Others, whose 

stories have been every bit as exciting 
and remarkable, are recorded in 
autobiographies, biographies or 

journals. As God speaks to you and 
directs your life, remember to always 
be thankful. One of the best ways you 
can express your gratitude to Him is 

by recording what He has, and 
continues to do for you. It will help 

you remember how good He has been 
to you and it will bring much glory to 

Him, as others hear or read about 
your journey with Him, and are drawn 
to Him too. May God richly bless you 

as you begin your walk. 
  - Ray Duerksen. 
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Appendix A: A Response to Cessationism 

(Taken from “The Word & Power Church” by Doug Bannister: 
Appendix One) 

1 Cor. 12:7-11 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good. To one there is given through the 
Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of 
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to 
another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another 
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different 
kinds of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same 
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 

• Some in the body of Christ hold a cessationist position about 
these gifts arguing that there are no miraculous gifts 
(prophecy, tongue and healing) of the Holy Spirit today. They 
believe these gifts were confined to the first century and were 
used at the time the apostles were establishing churches and 
the New Testament was not complete. 

Main Arguments for the Doctrine of Cessation and their Non-
Cessation Responses 

I. 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 teaches that the miraculous gifts 
passed away with the completion of the New Testament.   
• Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 12-14 to answer questions the 

Corinthians were having about the use and abuse of 
spiritual gifts in their fellowship encouraging them to love 
one another because love is greater than any gift (1 Cor. 
13:8-13).  

• The miraculous gifts such as tongues and prophecy will 
cease “when perfection comes.”   

• Cessationists argue that “perfection” refers to the 
completed canon of Scripture.  
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• They believe that the first-century church needed these 
miraculous revelatory gifts because the Bible was not yet 
complete, and when God completed the scriptural canon, 
these gifts were no longer needed and passed away. 

• Non-cessationists believe that “perfection” refers to the 
second coming of Christ.  They believe that these gifts are 
intended for the present church age but will no longer be 
needed when Jesus Christ returns.   

• The majority of biblical interpreters have concluded that 
“perfection” refers to the second coming of Christ and not 
the completion of the canon.   

o Paul says that when the perfect comes, we will see 
God “face to face.”  The phrase “face to face” is 
used in the Old Testament to mean seeing God 
personally.   

o Paul says that, for us, when perfection comes, “I 
shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”  The 
Scriptures help us know many things, but it could 
not be said that we know God fully because of 
them.  God will be known fully to his people when 
his Son returns. 

• It is doubtful that when the Corinthians read this letter, 
the concept of a closed canon would have occurred to 
them.  A far more common theme in Scripture is the 
return of Christ.  When Paul pointed his Corinthians 
readers to a future day when they would see Christ’s face 
to face, they are far more likely to have thought of Christ’s 
return. 

• The most reasonable interpretation of 1 Corinthians 13:8-
12 says that Paul is teaching that the gifts will cease when 
Jesus Christ returns.   
 

2. The miraculous gifts ceased with the death of the last apostle.   
• B.B. Warfield, a professor at Princeton Seminary, wrote a 

book in 1918 called Counterfeit Miracles.  Warfield taught 
that the purpose of these gifts was to authenticate the 
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apostles as trustworthy bearers of doctrine; when they 
died, this authenticating power died with them.   

• The major problem with Warfield’s argument is that its 
conclusion does not follow from its premises.   
Major premise: The apostles, as the foundation of the 
church, experienced unique wonder-working powers to 
authenticate their ministry. 
Minor premise:  The apostles are dead 
Conclusion:  No one experiences wonder-working power in 
ministry today. 

• While it is true that the apostles had unique miraculous 
powers and it is true that they are dead, it does not 
logically follow that no other Christians can experience the 
miraculous gift.  Jack Deere points out how flawed this 
reasoning is when applied to church planting.  We could 
say: 
Major premise: Only the apostle’s planted churches in Acts 
Minor premise:  The apostles are dead. 
Conclusion: No one should plant churches today. 

• All that is needed to refute this view from a scriptural 
standpoint is to find examples of non-apostolic Christians 
using the miraculous gifts in the New Testament such as: 
o Mark 9:38-39: An unknown man casts out demons in 

Jesus name\ 
o Luke 10:9: Jesus commissions seventy-two disciples to 

preach and to heal 
o Acts 9:17-18: Ananias heals Paul 
o Romans 12:6: Paul refers to the gift of prophecy in 

Rome, a church not yet visited by an apostle. 
o I Corinthians 12:8-10: Gifts of healing and miracles are 

experienced in the Corinthian church without an 
apostle present. 

o Galatians 3:5: Paul refers to the Holy Spirit who 
“work[s] miracles among you.”  The “you” is plural and 
must refer to the entire congregation, which was not 
led by an apostle. 
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o 1 Thessalonians 5:20: Paul demands that the 
Thessalonians not hinder the prophetic gift. 

• The list of miraculous gifts experienced by non-apostles in 
the New Testament grows much longer when we include 
tongues. 

 
3. Allowing miraculous gifts such as prophecy undermines the 

sufficiency of Scripture  
• This argument is concerned with protecting the Scriptures 

as the final and authoritative revelation of God’s inerrant 
Word.  

• The history of the church records numerous spurious 
groups that plunged into heresy when they became 
unanchored from Scripture.   

• The charismatic movement has been criticized as seeming 
to equate “a word from God” with scriptural authority 

• This argument would be true if the New Testament gift of 
prophecy were like Old Testament prophecy in its 
authority. If Paul would have gifts to speak for God just as 
authoritatively as Isaiah or Jeremiah did, then we would 
agree that those gifts have passed away. God is not writing 
new Scripture today. 

• New Testament prophecy is not equal to Scripture in 
authority, and no responsible non-cessationist claims that 
contemporary prophetic gifts have such authority 

• Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 14:26 “When you come 
together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a 
revelation, a tongue or an interpretation.” Clearly, Paul did 
not mean that people were speaking with Old Testament 
prophetic authority! If so why did Paul demand that these 
revelations be tested by the assembly? 

• In the New Testament, the word reveal is not always used 
in reference to Scripture. It can simply mean “divinely 
prompted guidance of direction.” Paul says that “God will 
make clear” to the Philippians the nature of their attitude 
(Phil. 3:15). Paul prays for the Ephesians “that the God of 
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our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelations, so that you may know 
him better.” (Eph. 1:17) 

• Pressing this argument to its logical conclusion, one would 
have to do away with the illuminating, guiding ministry of 
the Holy Spirit altogether, for these would compromise the 
sufficiency of Scripture.  
 

4. Church history proves that all evidence of the miraculous 
gifts passed away after the first century.  
• First Response: Even if it would be proved that the gifts 

passed away in the history of the church, this does not 
prove that God will not grant them again.  

• Second Response: History does not prove that the 
miraculous gifts passed away 

•  Stanley Burgess wrote: “Before John Chrysostom (A.D. 
347-407) in the East and Augustine of Hippo (A.D. 354-
430) in the West, no church father suggested that any of 
all of the charismata were intended only for the first-
century Church.”  

• The Patristic era (A.D. 100-600) - an early second-century 
document, The Didache, was written to ministers.  It 
exhorted the church to “permit the prophets to give 
thanks as much as they desire” and then proceeded to give 
instruction on how prophetic utterance were to be tested.  

• Justin Martyr (ca. A.D. 100-165) reminds fellow Christians 
in a letter that “many of our Christian men… have healed 
and do heal, rendering helpless and driving the possessing 
devils out.” Irenaeus (ca. A.D. 130-202)  

• Origen, writing in the third century, reported that signs 
and wonders validated the proclamation of the gospel: 
“The Gospel has a demonstration of its 
own….this….method is called by the apostle the 
“manifestation of the Spirit and of power:” of “the Spirit” 
on account of the prophecies, which are sufficient to 
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produce faith in anyone who reads them…and of “power”, 
because of the signs and wonders.” 

• The Latin theologian Hilary of Poitiers (4th C), affirmed that 
the miraculous gifts were operating in his day: “The gift of 
the Spirit is manifest…where there is …the gift of healings, 
that by the cure of disease we should bear witness to His 
grace…or by the working of miracles…or by prophecy…or 
by discerning of spirits…or by kinds of tongues, that the 
speaking in tongues many be bestowed as a sign of the gift 
of the Holy Spirit: or by the interpretation of tongues.” 

• Augustine, (late 4th + early 5th C) believed that the gift of 
tongues was not given to the church in his day, but that 
the gift of miracle was: “…many miracles were wrought, 
the same God who wrought those we read of still 
performing them….” 

•  The Medieval Era (600-1500) - Colette of Corbi (d.1447) 
founded a convent and earned a reputation of one 
through whom God worked in miraculous ways.  The Lives 
of the Saints tells us that the Duchess of Bourbon believed 
that she resuscitated the dead and comments that”…the 
fame of the miracles and labors of the carpenter’s 
daughter was in every mouth.” 

• The lives of the saints are filled with stories of the 
miraculous.  Modern-day Protestant scholarships tends to 
discredit these accounts as legends, but this reactionary 
approach to church history betrays modernist 
presuppositions about what sorts of things could and could 
not have happened in a saint’s life. 

• One other example of the presence of gifts during the 
period is the Scholastic mystical theologian Joachim of 
Fiore (d.1202), who wrote in his theology of the Holy Spirit 
that the Spirit spoke through prophets and the gift of 
tongues is imparted by the Holy Spirit by means of the 
imposition of hands. 

• The Reformation and the Modern Era (1500 to present) - It 
is widely reported that the Reformers did not believe in 
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miraculous gifts therefore it is somewhat surprising to find 
Martin Luther writing the following advice to a pastor who 
sought his counsel in ministering to a sick man: “I know of 
no worldly advice to give.  If the physicians are at a loss to 
find a remedy, you may be sure that it is not a case of 
ordinary melancholy.  It must, rather, be an affliction that 
comes from the devil and must be counteracted by the 
power of Christ and the prayer of faith. Accordingly you 
should proceed us follows…Graciously deign to free this 
man from all evil, and bring to naught the work that Satan 
has done in him….Then, when you depart, lay your hands 
on the man again and say, These signs shall follow them 
that believe; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover.” 

• In this century D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones writes: “There is 
evidence from many of those Protestant Reformers and 
Fathers, that some of them had a genuine, true gift of 
prophecy…anyone who is prepared to say that all this 
ended with the apostolic age, and that there has never 
been a miracles since the apostles…gives the lie…[and] is 
to quench the Holy Spirit.” 
 

5. The miraculous gifts were given only during the three periods 
of history when new revelation was given.  Therefore, they 
are not being given today.   
• This view teaches that miracles happened in the days of 

Moses and Joshua, during the time of Elijah and Elisha and 
in the time of Christ and the apostles 

• The major problem with this argument is that a great 
number of supernatural events occur outside of these 
three periods.  What is more, even if it is shown that the 
miraculous decreased at certain times, there may be other 
reasons for the decline, such as rebellion and sin.   

• Suggesting that in three periods of redemptive history, 
miraculous phenomena were more prevalent than at other 
times does not prove that miraculous phenomena in other 
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times were nonexistent, nor does to prove that an increase 
in miraculous phenomena could not appear in subsequent 
phases of redemptive history. 

 
6. Jesus says, “A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a 

miraculous sign” (Matt. 16:4).  This means that we should 
not pray for the miraculous in our ministries today.   
• The problem with this objection is that it fails to consider 

who Jesus’ audience was.  Mathew 16 shows us that the 
“wicked and adulterous generation” referred to were the 
Scribes and the Pharisees who came to test Jesus by asking 
for a sign.  Jesus was rebuking hard-hearted unbelievers 
who mocked him with this request.  Notice the greater 
frequency with which Jesus compassionately responded to 
a request for a miracle. 

• Significantly, Acts 4:30 relates that the apostles and the 
early disciples prayed for signs and wonders to follow their 
preaching ministry.  Paul, rather than discouraging his 
readers from seeking the miraculous gifts, told them to 
desire them eagerly (1 Cor. 14:1).  John writes that “many 
people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and 
believed in his name.” (James 2:23).  Then he reinforces 
the positive role of signs in proclaiming the gospel: “Jesus 
did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  But these 
are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name” (20:30-31). 
 

7. Seeking miraculous gifts, especially in evangelism, devalues 
the primacy of the Word of God.  The Bible alone is enough 
to save.   
• Yes, the gospel alone is enough to save, for it so the 

“power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes” 
(Rom, 1:16).   
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• In arguing that the postmodern church will be more 
effective when the Word goes forth with power, is the 
Word of God devalued? 

• This exactly what the apostles themselves expressed!  
They prayed for God to confirm their gospel with works of 
power.  If signs and wonders did not devalue the Word for 
the apostles, why would they devalue the Word now? 

• No one has ever preached the Word more power 
powerfully than the apostles. Yet God chose to confirm his 
words through them with attesting sighs and wonders. The 
argument is frequently made: “The apostles needed that in 
the first century. Those gifts passed away because the 
church didn’t need them anymore.” The suggestion that 
the church does not need them anymore implies that the 
apostles needed more help than we do in preaching the 
gospel! If the apostles, with their tremendous spiritual 
gifting and ministering to a world that was still filled with 
eyewitnesses of the resurrected Christ, needed the help of 
signs and wonders, don’t we need them, too?  
 

8. Jesus warns us that in the end times false prophets will work 
miracles and deceive the elect. Therefore we should not seek 
miraculous gifts.  
• The work of God’s Spirit is always counterfeited by the 

enemy. The scriptural approach is to learn to discern 
between true and false prophets. Texts such as Matthew 
7:15-17, 2 Peter 2:1-22, and 1 John 4:1-6 guide the church 
to distinguish the false prophet from the true prophet. The 
Bible says there will be false teachers in the end times. 
Does that mean we should abandon the gift of teaching for 
fear of being deceived? Jesus did warn his followers to 
beware of deceiving false prophets who teach error and 
work false miracles. The fact that Satan can counterfeit a 
true ministry of the Spirit should not result in rejecting that 
ministry of the Spirit. 
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9. The epistles rarely speak of the miraculous gifts. This proves 
that these gifts passed away toward the end of the first 
century.  
• The line of this argument says that the gifts are not 

discussed much in the epistles and that, in the letters 
written toward the end of Paul’s life, we do not find 
Epaphroditus, Timothy, or Trophimus being supernaturally 
healed. 

• This is an argument from silence, which is the weakest 
kind. Paul does not speak about his gift of celibacy in the 
later epistles either. Is one therefore to assume that he 
lost it? Not much can be proved from silence. The epistles 
do refer to miraculous gifts in Romans 12:3-8, 1 
Corinthians 12-14, Galatians 3-5, Ephesians 4:1-16, and 1 
Thessalonians 5:20. Moreover, there is no explicit 
command in the epistles to evangelize. Should one 
conclude that by the end of the century the apostles have 
stopped witnessing? Just because Paul did not heal the 
three men he mentions in the prison epistles does not 
mean he lost his gift of healing. The scripture simply does 
not say why they were not healed. 

• The greatest problem with this argument is that a contrast 
narrative literature with didactic literature. The book of 
Acts is narrative literature whereas the epistles are letters 
written to churches dealing with specific problems. When 
the problems related to gifts, as in Corinth, the epistle 
addressed it. Otherwise there was no reason for the gifts 
to be mentioned. Furthermore, Paul was in prison when he 
wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. 
These letters will obviously not be filled with stories of 
Paul working miracles-Paul was locked up! 
 

10. The miracles worked by the apostles were always successful, 
instantaneous, and on the hardest cases (such as organic 
illnesses like blindness or paralysis). If Jesus and the apostles 
were here today, they would emptying the hospitals. The 



Hearing God Seminar – Southland Church – July 2018 70 
	

miracles today are nothing like the ones in the Bible. This 
proves that the miraculous gifts have ceased.  
• It has already been affirmed that Jesus and the apostles 

ministered with extraordinary power. It does not follow 
from this that believers today cannot minister with these 
gifts at all. While present-day believers may not witness 
with the kind of power, they continue to witness. The 
same is true of these gifts: they may not be used with the 
power displayed by the apostles, but they are still used.  

• There does seem to be a distinction between the apostolic 
gift of healing and the gifts of healing mentioned in 1 
Corinthians 12:8-10. These gifts of healing may be of lesser 
intensity, which would account for the difference between 
apostolic and modern miracles. Samuel Storms writes: 
 “It is repeatedly argued that the extent and intensity of 
apostolic signs, wonders and miracles has not continued 
unchanged throughout church history. I agree. But this 
would only prove that the apostles operated at a level of 
supernatural power unknown to other Christians, 
something virtually everyone concedes. It has no bearing, 
however, on the question of whether the miraculous gifts 
of 1 Corinthians 12:7-10 are designed by God for the 
church in every age.” 
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Appendix B: Experience and the Bible 

1. The Bible stands authoritatively over our lives. Where our lives 
do not match what the Scriptures say, it is our lives, not God’s 
Word that needs to change. God’s Word, then, has authority 
over our lives.  

2. However, experience is an important ingredient in this 
process.  

3. While the Bible informs our practices, our practices and 
experience inform our understanding or interpretation of 
what the Bible was actually saying. Our understanding is in 
process.  

4. We do not clearly understand everything simply through the 
use of our minds (1 Corinthians 13:9-10) 

5. So to help us, God allows us to experience something that 
contradicts what we THINK the Bible says.  

6. When the experience and our UNDERSTANDING of the Bible 
do not match, we are forced to rethink our interpretation of 
the Bible!  

7. Example 1:  Peter & Cornelius 
a. Due to social prejudice, one of the most controversial 

events in the Early Church was the salvation of Cornelius 
and the Gentiles (Acts 10).   

b. In Acts 11 Peter faced the difficult task of proving to 
Jewish Christians that the Gentiles’ salvation was valid (vv. 
2-3).  

c. Peter didn’t begin his proof with the Scriptures, but 
appealed, instead to experience.  

d. He told about the vision; about hearing a voice; about his 
initial refusal; about the command to go with the three 
visitors; about how an angel had instructed Cornelius to 
send for Peter; how the Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles in 
the same way He had fallen on the Jews at Pentecost.  

e. Only then did Peter link it with what Jesus had said about 
this.  
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f. It was Peter’s appeal to the Gentile’s shared experience 
that won the Jewish Christians (11:18) 

8. Example 2: Council in Jerusalem 
a. The apostles resorted to experience again in Acts 15 to 

settle the issue of whether or not the Gentiles were 
required to keep the Law or not.   

b. Again Peter started it off by appealing to the Cornelius 
events  

c. Paul & Barnabas then testified to the miraculous signs and 
wonders God was performing among the Gentiles.  

d. Only then did James link it to Amos 9:11-12, 
demonstrating that the Scriptures agreed.  

e. The apostles “married” experience and Scripture to 
convince church leaders to do the right thing.  

f. Again God had used experience to correct wrong 
interpretations of the Bible, and bad attitudes towards 
people.  

9. Example 3: The resurrection 
a. The disciples’ experience of the resurrected Christ gave 

them new understanding of the Scriptures 
b. The same was true of Paul on road to Damascus – though 

very educated, he did not understand until he 
encountered (i.e. experienced) the living Christ.  

10. Example 4: Experiencing Jesus’ miracles changed the belief 
systems for many others.  

11. Faulty interpretations may be caused by unsound 
hermeneutical procedures, by the influence of culture, by 
hidden things in our hearts (fear, arrogance, anger).  

12. These faulty filters may cause us to ignore something God 
wants us to do.   

13. The truths of Scripture can only be fully comprehended 
through experience (obedience)!  

14. We should not exalt experiential knowledge over intellectual 
knowledge;  

15. But neither should we pursue intellectual knowledge to the 
exclusion of experiential knowledge.  
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16. Our retreats mix teaching & practice. Why?  
17. When they experience the truth they believe it!  
18. Of course we know that it isn’t actually the experience 

speaking, but the Spirit of truth speaking through the 
experience (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13; 2 Tim 2:7).   
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Appendix C: Reasons Why Some People Don’t Hear 
God 

 
Matthew 13:15 (NIV) For this people's heart has become 
calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed 
their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with 
their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would 
heal them. 
 
1. Some really don’t want to hear God 

• Jesus taught in parables so that those who did not really 
want to hear truth could avoid it. 
Matthew 13:10-14 (NIV) The disciples came to him and 
asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?" 11 He 
replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12 Whoever 
has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken 
from him. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables: 
"Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do 
not hear or understand.” 

• Some don’t want to hear because they are afraid of God 
might ask them or what it will cost, but perfect love casts 
out fear.  Come into His presence and say, “Here I am, 
Lord.” Let him initiate with love and still your fears. 
 

2. Unconfessed sin keeps us from hearing God  
Psalm 66:18 (NIV) If I had cherished sin in my heart, the 

Lord would not have listened. 
• When a husband & wife have something between them, a 

chill and quiet set into their relationship! The same is true 
in our relationship with God.  
 

3. Some have never been taught how to hear God 
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Job 33:14 (NIV) For God does speak--now one way, now 
another-- though man may not perceive it. 
• Samuel didn’t perceive God’s voice until Eli helped him (1 

Sam 3) 
 

4. Unbelief 
• Cessationism teaches that the day of God speaking is past, 

obviously if you believe that, you will not hear Him. 
• It was said of Jesus that He couldn’t do miracles in 

Nazareth because of unbelief 
Matthew 13:58 (NIV) And he did not do many miracles 
there because of their lack of faith.  
 

5. Fearing it would lead to chaos in the church 
1 Corinthians 14:40 (NKJV) Let all things be done decently 
and in order.  

• Paul could have instructed: stop using the gifts because 
some are misusing them, but that’s not what he did. He 
gave them instructions on how use them decently and in 
order. 

• Many areas of life would be chaotic if careful rules weren’t 
laid down: flight, health care, financial institutions, driving, 
etc.  We don’t get rid of airplanes, doctors, money & cars. 
No – we regulate them.  

• Why would we apply a different standard to the Holy 
Spirit’s gifts & hearing God?! 

• The chaos seen in churches today seems to be coming 
from churches that don’t teach people to listen to and 
acquire the mind of Christ.  Everyone, including leaders, 
does what is right in their own eyes! And the strongest 
win. Leaders resort to manipulation & management 
techniques in order to reach their desired ends. We must 
learn how to use the gifts in a decent and orderly way to 
prevent this from happening.   
 

6. Not desiring a friendship with God 
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• Such people only want God when they need Him to get 
them out of a jamb 
Psalm 25:14 (NIV) The LORD confides in those who fear 
him; he makes his covenant known to them.  
 

7. Too busy to spend time listening to God 
• Martha was an example of such a person, while Mary 

exemplified the opposite (Luke 10:41) 
• Many peoples’ lives are filled with a lot of eternally 

irrelevant matters.  To hear God’s voice, you have to stop 
listening to and reading the news, listening to people with 
worthless opinions, watching TV, etc and you have to 
intentionally stop doing good things like ministry too! 
 

8. Talking instead of listening 
• When you go to prayer, do you pour out all your 

complaints & concerns to Him in a steady stream? 
Psalm 46:10 (NIV) Be still, and know that I am God. 

 
9. Being impatient and rushing ahead 

• How long do you wait? A minute? Five minutes? Do you 
ever wait in silence of 15 minutes or even an hour?  Moses 
waited 6 days before God spoke! 
Exodus 24:15-16 (NIV) When Moses went up on the 
mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of the 
LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud 
covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD 
called to Moses from within the cloud.  

 
10. Fearing man rather than God 

• If we are afraid that other Christians will think we’re crazy 
for claiming to hear God, we might not hear God 
Prov. 29:25 (NIV)  Fear of man will prove to be a snare  
Proverbs 14:26-27 (NIV) He who fears the LORD has a 
secure fortress, and for his children it will be a refuge. 27 
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The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, turning a man 
from the snares of death  

• We have no right to be afraid or be interested in of what 
people think or say about us.  We are meant to be dead to 
this world and everything that it represents.  A dead 
person doesn’t care what he looks like or what others 
think of him.    
 

11. Listening for a loud, rather than a quiet voice 
• Elijah was hiding in a cave on Mount Horeb when God told 

him to stand on the mountain because He was about to 
pass by.   
1 Kings 19:11-13 First a great and powerful wind tore the 
mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, 
but the Lord was not in the wind.  After the wind there was 
an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake.  
After the earthquake came a fire but the Lord was not in 
the fire.  And after the fire came a gentle whisper.  When 
Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went 
out and stood at the mouth of the cave.  Then a voice said 
to him, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’  

• God does not usually shout.  If the world is making a lot of 
noise, God does not make Himself heard by speaking even 
louder than it.  Rather, He speaks in a whisper, and only 
those who are willing to get away from the roar of the 
world will be able to hear Him speak. 
 

12. Assuming that God uses the same methods & strategies 
• God seldom uses the same methods or strategies that He 

used a hundred years ago, or a year ago or even a week 
ago! 

• When the Philistines came out to fight the Israelites, David 
enquired of the Lord if He should go out against them. The 
Lord replied that he should, and the Philistines were 
routed (2 Sam 5).  
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• When the Philistines came out a second time, David 
enquired again. This time the Lord told him to not to 
attack straight ahead, but to circle around them and wait 
for the sound of marching in the balsam tree tops – that 
would be God’s signal to them. David obeyed, and again 
won a great victory. 
 

13. Satan tries to keep us from hearing 
• Watch for phrases such as: “Yeah but …,” or “What if …,” 

or “That wouldn’t be possible.” 
• In one parable Jesus tells us that Satan will attempt to 

snatch the seed (God’s Word) out of our hearts as quickly 
as it is sown (Mark 4:14-15). 
 

14. Asking the wrong questions 
• Sometimes we can frantically ask God a question and we 

hear no response.  If we quiet ourselves, then sometimes 
we will realize that we were asking the wrong questions. 

• Not only do we sometimes not know the right answers, 
sometimes we don’t even know the right questions.  
 

15. Fear of confusing our thoughts with God’s thoughts 
• But Jesus promised that we will be able to know and 

recognize God’s voice 
John 10:4-5 (NIV) When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because 
they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; 
in fact, they will run away from him because they do not 
recognize a stranger's voice."  

• The Scriptures promise that if we are seeking the Lord, we 
will find Him 
Deuteronomy 4:29 (NIV) But if from there you seek the 
LORD your God, you will find him if you look for him with 
all your heart and with all your soul.  

• If you ask for wisdom, you will receive it 
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James 1:5-8 (NIV) If any of you lacks wisdom, he should 
ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to him. 6 But when he asks, he must 
believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a 
wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That man 
should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 

he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.  
• You don’t have to be super-intelligent or well schooled to 

hear Him 
Luke 10:21 (NIV) At that time Jesus, full of joy through the 
Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise 
and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, 
Father, for this was your good pleasure. 

• Now how do you hear words from a Spirit God?! In your 
spirit (1 Cor 2:9-14) 

• Humans learn from experience alone how to distinguish 
colors, musicians learn by experience to distinguish a 
minor from a major key simply by listening, We learn to 
recognize the voices of other humans through experience 
and we learn to hear God’s voice in our spirit through the 
experience of intentionally listening. 

• Will you make mistakes?! Of course! If we can mistake a 
friend’s voice, we should expect to mistake God’s voice 
from time to time. Learning to follow God is messy, and 
we will all make mistakes along the way! No person on 
earth will be 100% accurate – not till heaven … on earth! In 
fact, when you’re beginning to hear God, perhaps you’ll 
‘bat’ closer to 50%! Can you live with that? God can!  

• At first we may have to be told that God is speaking to us 
and be helped to detect His voice. For example, Eli helped 
Samuel recognize God’s voice (1 Sam 3:1-14).   

• The most necessary characteristic you need for learning to 
hear God’s voice: humility! It will allow you to laugh at 
yourself when you make a mistake.  It will allow you to 
learn from others HOW to hear God’s voice.  The other 
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necessary characteristic you need is to choose faith over 
unbelief! It’s a choice.  
 

16. Assuming we know the right answer 
• The Gibeonites heard the terror of the God of Israel (Josh 

9) and how no one could stand against His armies. So they 
hatched a plot to deceive Joshua into making a peace 
treaty with them, rushing to conclusions.  They disguised 
themselves as coming from a distant land, and then asked 
Israel for protection 
Joshua 9:14-15 (NIV) The men of Israel sampled their 
provisions but did not inquire of the LORD. 15 Then Joshua 
made a treaty of peace with them to let them live, and the 
leaders of the assembly ratified it by oath.  

• Three days later the plot was uncovered, but it was too 
late!  
 

17. Some don’t really trust God 
• Many don’t believe that God has their best interests in 

mind – that He wants their good 
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) For I know the plans I have for you," 
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
 

18. Some fear their heavenly Father will talk to or treat them like 
their earthly father did 
• Some people had fathers who yelled at them or criticized 

them unmercifully when they came to talk to him.  Even 
worse, some could expect to be beaten if they bothered 
their father at the wrong time.  For those it will be difficult 
to approach your heavenly Father without fear.  Some had 
distant fathers.  Whenever you needed to talk, he was 
behind a newspaper or watching TV.  You felt like a 
distraction or an intrusion. You didn’t want to bother him 
anymore. Or maybe your father made you do things that 
he shouldn’t have made you do. In all cases you will find it 
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very difficult to go to your heavenly Father.  If you 
experienced any of these, you need inner healing.  Call the 
church and talk to someone about it so you can find 
freedom and grow in your relationship with your Heavenly 
Father.   

 
NOTE: See Appendix D below for a prayer sheet to help guide you 
pray through any barriers that you may have in hearing God. 
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Appendix D: Hearing God Prayer Sheet 

1. Ask yourself if you believe God wants to speak to you.  
Confess unbelief, if necessary. 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 

2. Pray a prayer asking God to speak to you. 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 

3. Ask God to show you any barriers that are preventing you 
from hearing.  For example:  lack of desire, unconfessed sin, 
unbelief, fear, lack or trust, etc. 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 

4. Ask God to show you how these barriers can be removed 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
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5. Pray that God would lead and guide you in your listening 
prayer times and that you would grow to trust Him and learn 
to recognize His voice.  Ask Him to help you trust the words, 
thoughts and pictures that He gives you.   
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hearing God Seminar – Southland Church – July 2018 84 
	

Appendix E: Applications:  
What you can hear God’s voice for 

 
1. Sin  

a. Nathan was sent by the Lord to point out sin to David 
(2 Sam 12:1-7) 

b. The Holy Spirit revealed to Peter the sin of Ananias and 
Sapphira (Acts 5) 

2. Encouragement 
a. Jesus stood beside Paul in prison and encouraged Him 

(Acts 23:11) 
b. David encouraged himself in the Lord (1 Sam 30:1-6) 

3. Wisdom strategies 
a. In your marriage and family  

• Manoah asked God how they should raise the next 
judge in Israel (Judg 13) 

b. In your business 
c. In your church and ministry  

• A dispute arose in the church about what the 
Gentiles were required to do 

• It was resolved when the Spirit guided the leaders 
of the church (Acts 15) 

4. Inner healing  
a. Lies lead us astray and hurt us (Amos 2:4) 
b. For example, the third servant with only one talent, hid 

it because he feared that His master was harsh – but 
Jesus is NOT harsh. The result is that the servant hid his 
talent, refusing to invest what had been given him, and 
then he DID incur the wrath of the master (Matt 25:24-
30) 

c. But the truth sets us free from the bondage of the lie 
(John 8:31-33) 

d. When the lie is about ourselves or something that 
happened to us, the truth sets us free by healing us 
internally 
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5. Understanding Scripture  
a. Jesus said that the religious leaders searched the 

Scriptures, but couldn’t understand them (John 5:39-
40) 

b. Jesus said that He would send the Spirit to give them 
understanding of the things He had said (John 14:26; 
16:13) 

6. Assurance of salvation  
a. The Spirit testifies with our spirits that we are God’s 

children (Rom 8:16) 
b. John said something similar (1 John 3:24) 

7. Warning of danger  
a. God revealed to Elisha where the king of Aram was 

going to send troops (2 Kings 6:8-23) 
b. Paul was warned of danger if he went to Jerusalem 

(Acts 21:10-11) 
8. Warning of judgment 

a. In the OT God spoke through the prophet Jonah, 
warning the residents of Nineveh to repent (Jonah 3:1-
4) 

b. Jesus warned the churches of judgment if they did not 
repent and then said “Let him who has ears hear what 
the Spirit is saying to the churches” (Rev 2:16-17; 2:23, 
29) 

9. Love  
a. Holy Spirit sheds the love of God in our hearts (Rom 

5:5) 
b. Jesus loved Mary, Martha and Lazarus (John 11:1-36) 

10. Comforts & encourages 
a. God comforts us (2 Cor 1:3-7) 
b. The Lord stood by Paul and encouraged him (Acts 

23:11; 2 Tim 4:17) 
11. Knowing why you suffer:  

a. It could be because of sin (1 Cor 11:27-32; Acts 5) 
b. It could be because God is using it to reveal Himself to 

unbelievers through the one suffering (2 Cor 4:4, 7-12) 
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c. It could be because God wishes to prevent one of his 
servants from losing his reward due to pride (2 Cor 
12:7-10) 

d. There are other reasons, but the above three give us 
examples 

12. Forgiveness 
a. The woman caught in adultery was forgiven by Jesus 

(John 7:53-8:11) 
b. The paralytic was forgiven by Jesus (Matt 9:1-2) 

13. Spiritual warfare 
a. On one occasion David inquired of the Lord (1 Sam 

23:1-5) 
b. But he didn’t do that just once; he did so again and 

again (2 Sam 5:17-25) 
c. These wars on earth were nothing more than an 

extension of what the Devil was doing in the 
heavenlies against God’s people 

d. If we ask the Holy Spirit, He will reveal how Satan is 
working in any given place or situation 

e. We can then come against his works in specific prayer 
14. Provision 

a. When the disciples weren’t catching fish, Jesus told 
them to try again and this time they caught so many 
fish that their nets broke (Luke 5:1-11) 

b. On another occasion when they weren’t catching fish, 
Jesus told them to cast their nets on the other side of 
the boat, and this time they caught many fish (John 
21:4-8) 

15. Direction and guidance 
a. Jesus said He did only what He saw the Father doing 

(John 5:19) 
b. Paul regularly received direction from God through 

various means (Acts 16:6-10) 
16. Message or testimony 

a. Jesus promised that if believers were arrested they 
shouldn’t worry about what to say because they would 
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only speak what the Spirit would give them (Matt 
10:19) 

b. Stephen was an example of just that (Acts 7)! 
17. Salvation  

a. Paul heard Jesus’ voice directly when he was 
saved(Acts 9) 

b. They can hear God’s voice through those proclaiming 
the Gospel (Rom 10:17) 

c. The Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin and of 
righteousness (John 16:8) 

18. Prophecy 
a. Peter taught at Pentecost, Joel’s prophecy of people 

being able to prophecy in the Last Days was being 
fulfilled (Acts 2:17-18) 

b. Paul taught there is a gift of prophecy (Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 
12:10; 14:6) 

19. Knowledge about something  
a. Jesus knew that Judas was going to betray Him (John 

13:11) 
b. The Spirit revealed to Peter that Ananias and Sapphira 

had lied (Acts 5) 
c. Paul spoke about a gift of knowledge (1 Cor 12:8; 14:6) 

20. Evangelism strategies 
a. Jesus new the history of the Samaritan woman at the 

well  (John 4:7-30) 
b. And angel of the Lord told Philip to go south to the 

desert road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza, 
where he met the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26-40) 

21. Choosing leaders  
a. Jesus spent the night in prayer receiving direction as to 

which of the disciples He was to choose to be apostles 
(Luke 6:12-15) 

b. The Holy Spirit revealed to the church that He had 
chosen Paul & Barnabas (Acts 13:1-3) 
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Appendix F: Suggested Prayer Categories 

Here are a few ideas of topics that you may wish to cover in your 
prayer journal.  Chose a few topics and label your tabs in your 
prayer journal.  You don’t have to cover each topic every day.  
Make sure you are covering yourself and your family in prayer 
regularly and pray for other items on the list as the Holy Spirit 
leads you.   

1. Yourself 
2. Your spouse (if you are not married pray for your future 

spouse) 
3. Your Children  
4. Ministries you are involved with 
5. Work 
6. Extended Family (parents, brothers, sisters, cousins, 

grandparents, etc.) 
7. Friends 
8. People in your Cell Group 
9. Church leaders, elders, staff 
10. Marketplace and government (civil, provincial, federal) 
11. Social Issues (abortion, human trafficking, etc.) 
12. Missions (Tupendane, Chinese Church, etc.) 
13. Global crisis (floods, drought, poverty, etc.) 
14. Evangelism 

 
What sort of things should I pray?  
 
Yourself 
- Pray about what He showed you in your personal devotions 

and Bible Reading Time (Read-Listen-Pray) 
- Confess any sin that He reveals 
- Pray that your devotional life would flourish and you would 

grow in relationship with God 
- Pray your spiritual growth – character, holiness, walk with 

God, spiritual gifts, etc. 
- Spend some time in thanksgiving and praise 
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- pray for healing 
- pray for your finances, your marriage 
- pray about your ministry involvement and calling, spiritual gift 

development, fasting 
- pray about your personal schedule 

 
Spouse & Kids 
- pray for their spiritual growth (character, holiness, walk with 

God, spiritual gifts, confession of sin, etc.) 
- pray for their salvation if they are not saved 
- pray for their friendships, for their job and school (let God 

show you how to pray about each one) 
- pray for their ministry 
- pray for their devotional life,  
- pray about what to do for vacations and holidays 
- pray for healing 
 

Listen in prayer as much as possible, let the Holy Spirit guide your 
prayer time and give you words, thoughts and pictures as strategy 
on how to pray.  You may not understand everything but over 
time God will reveal to you more and more as you pursue praying 
according to His will.   
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Appendix G: Recommended Reading 

 

Surprised by the Voice of God by Jack Deere 

The Word and Power Church by Doug Bannister 

In Search of Guidance by Dallas Willard 

Hearing God’s Voice by Henry and Richard Blackaby 

Is that Really You, God? by Loren Cunningham with Janice Rogers 
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