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LEAD PASTOR REPORT 
I’m sure it will be said a number of times throughout all of these reports but 2020 didn’t go 
according to anyone’s plans. I know for myself the isolation and shitdowns stretched my faith in 
ways I didn’t see coming. I was unaware of the reliance I had on the church system for the 
expression of my faith. As church leaders share about this pandemic, it is clear that this this 
difficult period has been a refining time for the church. Many found their faith shollower than they 
realized, but many were catalyzed to a deeper faith that helped them through this difficult 
season. Our church had to learn new ways of doing things; new ways of gathering virtually, new 
ways of discipling others, new ways of connecting, and new ways of worshipping together. 
Through it all I hope that the mission of our church was not lost this year. 

We are being changed by Jesus,  
to help others be changed by Jesus. 

Unlike ever before we were forced to change. I hope that we were able to remember that this 
change is not just for our own betterment, but it is also to call us forward in the mission of making 
disciples in our families, neighborhoods, and workplaces. 

It has been said that crisis is an accelerator. It magnifies the difficulties prior, but it also creates a 
fertile filed of opportunity for creativity. There is no denying that this year was difficult, but I 
want to give praise to God for the numerous ways we have seen him at work in our church.  

• This year we launch our virtual services 
including our very first virtual Good 
Friday, Easter, and Christmas Eve 
services. 

• We saw people come to know Jesus 
through our virtual Easter service.  

• We had the most ever people come to 
our Clothed in Love event in the fall. 

• We gave away more benevolence 
support than in many recent years. 

• We had a number of new people that 
have never been to our church building 
attend our services virtually. 

• We had more small groups and 
community groups begin this year than 
ever before (some virtual groups 
extending all the way to the USA).  
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I can still remember the very first Sunday of our shutdown. 
We livestreamed from the lobby using the webcam on my 
laptop and a single microphone in the room. While our 
move to virtual services has certainly not been seamless, 
and we are continuing to learn along the way, we are 
excited about the opportunities to connect with people in 
new ways. Thanks to all of the volunteers who have been 
so flexible and worked to get these new areas going and 
thanks to all of you for showing us grace along this 
journey. 

As we began the year the entire leadership team 
including the staff, elders, and board were engaged in a revisioning process. In fact you may 
remember November of 2019 when we asked you to participate in a SWOT analysis of our 
church. All of that information and the entire process was not lost, but it was put on hold. We are 
looking forward to reengaging this process in 2021 with the hindsight of 2020 knowing that 
maybe God has more than we ever thought possible. 

We are looking forward to 2021 and all that God has in store for us as a community. We are 
excited about the potential that lays before us, but there is a lot of work to be done. In many 
ways it is like going back to the beginning and launching a church plant all over again. 

Pastor Tim  
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR REPORT 
2020 is over and much of it I’d like to forget, and not report on, BUT God has been good and I 
want to share HIS highlight reel with you. 
 
YOUTH 
All programs were running along at the church with average response and enthusiasm until March 
2020 when we hit a bump in the road, a.k.a. COVID. We moved Ignite and Launch (Jr & Sr High) 
onto the Zoom platform, playing games and participating in Bible Trivia online. It wasn’t perfect 
but we kept connected from March break until summer break. 

As the weather warmed, inspired by Beth 
Anderson, she and I held weekly Cultivate (Girls 
only) events around the campfire at our farm. We 
met government regulations, kept 6 feet apart, 
and since we couldn’t do the usual “fun” youth 
activities, we simply read the Bible and prayed. 
We followed the pattern of our 1-2-1 Bible 
Reading Plans… and during prayer following the 
pattern of thanks, sorry, please. By the time 
September came around we had discovered that 
the culture of youth had changed. The girls had 
moved from a group looking to be entertained, to 
a group looking to seek God and to hear His 
voice for themselves. We had a group of teens 
with confidence in hearing from God, sharing, and 
praying for each other. They were even inviting 
their non-Christian friends for the first time! Thank 
you Lord! 

As a youth group, we attended U-Turn Ranch for an outdoor day retreat in early October as that 
was all restrictions allowed. The boys joined us and we rode horses, worshipped, journaled, and 
prayed for each other around the campfire. We continued to meet, now with the boys also, 
around the campfire until mid-November when we have moved back onto the Zoom platform. 
Thank you God, for placing our youth program through your refiner’s fire. You have removed the 
building blocks made of wood and straw and left us with blocks of precious stones, silver, and 
gold. (1 Cor 13:11-13) 

Volunteers are crucial to the success of youth ministry. Thanks to Beth & Luke, Julie, Ty, Aaron, 
Troy, Fletch, & Frank for all they have done over the last 12 months! 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
Congregational care for me also took a turn through the refiner’s fire and came out looking 
different. Spring had me purchasing groceries and delivering for 4 different families during our 
first lockdown. What a blessing to be able to protect the vulnerable in our congregation in that 
way. As lockdown began, I took to the phone lines. Calling people gave me new opportunities to 
chat with many people whom I normally would not have the chance to. I heard wonderful stories 
and heartbreaking stories and was able to laugh, cry, and pray with many over the phone. I was 
not able to give a hug, but an ear seemed to be the part of the body needed at that time. I 
continue to enjoy this new habit of phone calling as it provides opportunities for God to nudge me 
as to who to call each day and I have been amazed at the timely conversations I’ve had. 

The increase for pastoral care has been visible during COVID. Currently I meet individually with 3 
people every week for mental/emotional/spiritual support. I am also hosting 2 small groups on 
Zoom each week, outside of youth group. 

FUTURE 
Nevermore have we needed a current word for our lives. I would like to offer the opportunity for 
anyone in the congregation to form a small group. I will be happy to work with you to find a time 
when we can meet each week via technology and for me to lead you in a 4-6 week time of 
hearing from God through His scriptures. 

PERSONALLY 
I am so thankful for the fact that I have a job where my main task is to pour God’s love on 
people. God brought me into the Plattsville family over 15 years ago, and I am honored that I 
have the opportunity to serve the ones I love dearly. 
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BOARD REPORT 
We have all heard the narrative that 2020 was a bad year. But I would like to propose an 
alternate narrative – 2020 is the year that God showed, yet again, that he is in control, he will 
provide, and we can trust in what he is doing.   

The year began with high hopes of renewal. We were fresh off our visioning exercise, and were 
excited to see what God had in store for our church.  

When the world changed in March 2020, nobody knew the disruption would be so significant and 
for so long. A special thank you to our Pastors for stepping up and delivering the Gospel in new 
and innovative ways, such as online or live-streamed services, and backyard Bible adventures in 
lieu of day camp.  

In light of so much uncertainty, we charted a careful course throughout much of the year. But one 
thing remains certain – We can rely on the Lord to lead us through the darkness. We now see a 
clearing on the horizon and the Board is actively looking at restoring the budget and presenting 
the membership with a bold new financial plan for 2021.   

I would like to thank the Elders for their continued prayer for our church family, the many 
volunteers who faithfully serve unseen, and the Board for faithfully managing the affairs of the 
Church. It remains an honour to serve alongside you.  

 Respectfully submitted, 

Josh Deming 

Chairperson   

 

2020 BOARD MEMBERS:  
 

Luke Anderson 

Bonnie Bretz 

Josh Deming 

Lisa Sattler 

Janine Schipper 

Lindsay Rieck
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ELDERS REPORT 
2020 has been a year of unprecedented change for individuals, our church, our community, and 
of course the entire world.  People have come face to face with change that has affected each of 
our everyday lives, our families and our communities.  Our hearts have been broken as we have 
watched the devastation that has occurred to people’s lives through loss of health, family, 
livelihood and the ability to just be together with those we love and our community, as a whole.   

As elders we want to say thank you to our pastors Tim and Libby for their leadership, care, 
concern, and creativity during this time.  Their love for God and each of us has been evidenced in 
so many ways.  We owe a debt of gratitude to Jen Clarke for the ways that she has creatively 
reached out to our children. Thank you to Christina for keeping us informed and organized 
through emails and the many other tasks she performs on behalf of our church. The board under 
Josh Deming’s leadership has worked tirelessly on our behalf. Finally, we want to thank each 
person who serves through worship, sound, media, maintenance, children & youth ministries, on 
committees and in so many other ways.  It has been encouraging to have our church family meet 
on Zoom each Sunday morning and stay connected despite the restrictions we have all lived with. 

It has been a privilege for Eldon Wilson, Elmer Bretz, Amy Mutter, Norm Maier and myself, 
Marion Mills Maier to serve as elders this year. Amy has been a dedicated elder and we have 
been so grateful for her fresh vision and love for God and our church.  She will be greatly missed 
by each of us as she leaves this role to pursue God’s leading for their family.  The elders have 
continued to meet monthly with our pastors on Zoom to pray for the needs within our church and 
wider community.   We seek to provide spiritual discernment and support for our pastors and the 
church. 

It has been a challenge for us to try and connect with people during this time and we hope to do 
even better in 2021 as we work out new ways to serve you, our church family.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact any of us for prayer, a conversation or to set up a zoom connect.  We do not 
want you to feel alone.  We are here and it is our privilege when anyone connected to our church 
or community contacts us. 

We continue to be grateful as we walk through 2021 that “God has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but of power, and of love and of a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7. May each of us rest in this 
assurance and God’s infinite love and grace. 

Blessings on each of you, 

Respectfully submitted by 

Marion Mills Maier on behalf of the elders 

Elmer Bretz, Norm Maier, Marion Mills Maier, Amy Mutter, Eldon Wilson 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
Thank you for financially giving to Plattsville Church!  Through your donations we were able to 
bless others and maintain the on-going operations of our church.  If you have any questions or 
concerns please contact Janine Schipper (treasurer) at janinehaanstra@gmail.com. 

 

 

OVERVIEW 
In 2020, overall Revenue was less (2019: $395,727 versus 2020: $347,000)  mostly as a result 
of no day camp income.  Donations, however, increased in 2020 by $21,290 for a total of 
$296,194. Approximately, 70 families, individuals and businesses financially donated to 
Plattsville Church this past year. Rental Income includes the use of our church from the Plattsville 
Christian School and others. Due to Covid-19, the church was able to apply for Government 
Assistance and received $18,611 in wage subsidy.  

A majority of our expenses go to the operation of our church, this includes staff, facility costs, 
Plattsville Christian School, church ministries and administration costs.  Other expenses include 
“Day Camp” (students were hired to provide a day camp experience at individual homes), 
Outreach and Missions.  Expenses overall in 2020, were down.  This was largely attributed to 
Covid-19 shutdown of our church and as a result Church Ministry and Facility expenses 
decreased.  2020’s Expenses, not including Amortization, were $311,682 and in 2019 were 
$360,270. 
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This past year we were able to cover all our expenses through your donations.  We are 
incredibly grateful that as a church we were able to achieve this. Thank you for taking the time to 
give this past year financially to Plattsville Church. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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DEACONS REPORT 
During this difficult year for so many people, the benevolence ministry was incredibly valuable to 
the ministry of Plattsville Church. It allowed us to respond to numerous needs in our community and 
in those connected to our community. We gave more benevolence assistances than any year in 
recent history.  

Unforutnatley, due to the pandemic we were unable 
to hold our spring Clothed in Love event. However, 
our fall Clothed in Love event was one of the most 
successful we have put on. At 10am when we 
opened the doors, we were already at the 50 
person capacity and had to cue people through 
safely. This event is no small undertaking. It takes 
approx.. 20-25 hours of volunteer time to prepare 
and organize this event. A BIG thank you to all the 
volunteers that helped out.  

A thankful heart on behalf of our Deacon’s board to the church. Thank you for the generosity 
shown and funds given towards this outreach of benevolence to our community. Without your 
generosity and continued support this outreach would not be the blessing that it is today. Your 
continued support and involvement of supporting benevolence is essential to our outreach and our 
community. Please do not hesitate to speak to one of our members to help assist and direct a 
blessing if needed. God bless you all for your faithfulness in supporting this outreach. 

Deacon members include; Peter Armstrong, Jennifer Frayne, and Leanne Brooker.  We are 
looking for another PEMC member in 2021 to join us. Please contact the chair, Leanne Brooker if 
you would like to join the deacons board. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY REPORT 
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God,  

who gives generously to all without reproach, 
 and it will be given him.  

James 1:5 
 
It’s been quite a year in Children’s Ministry.  Who could have ever imagined at the beginning of 
the year, all that would transpire around us?  In a rapidly changing world, the only constant thing 
has been our unchanging God; the One who imparts His peace and love and wisdom, when we 
seek Him.  At the end of a year full of changes, we are thankful for how He has led us through! 

We have an amazing team of leaders and teachers who pour their lives into our children week 
after week.  They are the ones who are helping our children grow in their knowledge of God and 
His Word.  For the first few months of the year, this team was in full action!  Each Sunday morning, 
our dedicated team would arrive, ready to spend time with the children of our church, and teach 
them about God, and lead them into a deeper understanding of His love for each of them.  We 
are so thankful for such an amazing team! 

This year we continued with our new curriculum that provides a deeper look at scripture, in an 
active and engaging way.  The goal is to really engage kids in the Word, to give them an 
opportunity to read it for themselves, and to apply it to their lives. Our theme for the year was 
“Epic Teachings of the Bible”, which explores the enduring lessons of the Old and New 
Testaments. Kids discover that the Bible matters and is a loving letter from a God who 
understands them. 

During the time of our shut-down, children’s ministry became dependent on technology in many 
ways. We are thankful for video recordings, Zoom calls, texts and emails!  We played games, 
made crafts, and even sang together online!  Our Kids Ministry was blessed to be able to have 
students join us on staff this fall (out of the Summer Job Grant) and help lead our Jr. Church time.  
They brought their creativity and love for children, and it was wonderful to have such great 
students to work with each week!  They were a blessing to our children, and made the kids feel 
special and loved.  During the fall, we offered in-person Jr Church, and started simultaneous 
Zoom calls, to try to include everyone!  While it is a work in progress, it was wonderful to all be 
together again during this time, albeit in such a different way than ever before. 

Our prayer is that our children will grow in their faith and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
I am deeply humbled to be part of what God is doing in our Kid’s Ministry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Clarke 

Children’s Ministry Director   
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DAY CAMP REPORT 
Day Camp? What Day Camp? 

Day Camp has been a wonderful service to our community, an initiative started in 2017 by 
Andrew Epp and sustained yearly by the government’s summer jobs grant. 

This past year, in 2020 with the many COVID restrictions in place it was decided by our board 
that day camp wouldn’t be possible.  However, one day when I was visiting the Epps in St 
Catharines, a group of their church youth came to the front yard to run a program for their kids 
and I was inspired.  “We could do that… and better!” I thought, and so Backyard Bible 
Adventures began. 

With the summer jobs grant, we hired three youth from our church.  We spent a week forming two 
adventures which we could take to the back yards of those who registered and putting in place 
our COVID and Plan to Protect requirements. Each adventure included a Bible story acted out by 
the youth, discussion time, crafts, and games.   

We ran 2 adventures per day, and over 5 weeks 
visited many homes telling children about Jesus 
and filling their day with fun.   

I had hoped that this adventure would be a large 
evangelism tool, reaching the unchurched children 
in our town, however, 80% of our backyards 
visited were from church families, so it became an 
encouragement for our own members to see their 
children be able to laugh and have fun with the 
youth in our church when they weren’t allowed to 
do much else. 

I am so thankful to our students Grace Kennedy, 
Jonathan Clarke and Owen Luloff for helping 
make the Backyard Bible Adventures happen. 

FUTURE: As a staff, we look towards the summer of 2021 and plan once again, if possible, to 
return to the format of providing daycare, hosted in our building, to families in our town.   
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MISSIONS REPORT 
The pandemic this year brought a great degree of financial uncertainty. We did not know how 
the year would unfold, what ministry would look like for our missionaries, and whether we would 
be able to continue with our budgeted levels of support. The overwhelming praise item for this 
year is that we were able to maintain our budgeted levels of support for ALL of our missionaries! 

MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT  
This year we continued our support of 5 missionaries in 4 fields: 

 
Chris & Sara Middleton 

Fellowship International 
Montreal, Quebec 

 
Rob & Sharlene Dilts 

World Partners 
Golden Lark, ON 

 
Jason Erb 

YFC, W-O DSS 
Baden, ON 

THIS YEAR, 
WE SUPPORTED 

FIVE 
MISSIONARIES 

FOR A COMBINED 
$20,000 

 

Dan & Anne-Marie Chapple 
World Partners 

Mexico 

 

Phil & Carolyn English 
World Partners 

Mexico 
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PLATTSVILLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL REPORT 

“Strengthening children’s lives and character through excellence in Christian Education.”   

This continues to be our motto at PCS. After over 30 years, we continue to strive for the very best, 
even in the face of this past year of uncertainty and change. The Lord has been so very faithful to 
our school and our current enrollment is at 62 students since September. Those students represent 
29 families of which about 20% are not regular church attendees.  With God’s help, we are 
changing individual lives, family relationships, and impacting our larger community in ways we 
can’t even imagine.  

As you may or may not be aware, Jeff Gerber started on as our principal at the beginning of 
February 2020. He was thrown into action early on with the pandemic. School was shut down 
here at PCS from March 13 until the end of the school year in June. Most of our families opted to 
continue with online learning and our teachers quickly stepped up to learn the latest in technology 
and Zoom meetings. In June, Jeff made the decision to continue with his full- time teaching position 
at Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary School and resigned from his position as principal at PCS. 
Team PCS was formed again with three senior teachers dividing the various roles of principal. 
Those teachers are Cheryl Jewitt, Veronica Drews and Jane Valenta. 

This year has been extra challenging with all the government restrictions due to the pandemic. 
Like churches, we have missed the larger group activities like Christmas concerts and musicals. At 
Christmas, we were able to create classroom videos of students performing instruments and 
sharing poems. These were pieced together to make a DVD to send home to our families to share 
the message of Jesus’ birth.  

Our theme for our students this year revolves around looking for ways to put God’s love into 
action with our verse of the year being “Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with your God.” Micah 
6:2. We believe it is important to look beyond our school walls and share God’s love out into the 
community around us.  In September, we once again participated in the Terry Fox Run. We raised 
$880 for Cancer research. In October, our students collected 528 food items to give to the 
Wilmot Resource Centre in New Hamburg.  In December, rather than collecting items for 
Operation Christmas Child because of COVID restrictions, we had families contribute donations 
towards prepared shoe boxes online.  We were able to purchase 10 shoeboxes.  Our students 
have been learning to share God’s love to our community and beyond in very tangible ways. 

Our goal at PCS is to keep our tuition low so that Christian education is accessible to everyone 
who desires it.  Tuition only covers about half of our expenses and the rest comes through 
fundraising and donations.  We are so thankful to all of you at PEMC for continuing to partner 
with us to change children’s lives.  How else can you help?  Please keep our school, students, and 
staff in your prayers.  Spread the word about the exciting things happening at PCS, and invite 
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your neighbours or family members to check out our website and contact us for more information 
about registration.  Together, we can impact children’s lives for Christ! 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Team PCS 
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TRUSTEE REPORT 
Who knew that 2020 would bring about so much change? 

With COVID-19 and the subsequent shutdowns that occurred the church was obviously being used 
less often. In some ways it could have been a real opportunity to perform some repairs that have 
been on the back burner for a couple of years. The reason we were never able to dig into them 
was due to COVID. No one knew how long things were going to be shut down, of if we would 
have enough time to finish repairs once started? 

How would COVID and lack of attendance affect weekly offerings? Would we have the money 
to dig into repairs? I always preferred to perform repairs with Gary Luloff. For Safety reasons 
it’s always a best practice not bring alone when using power tools. Gary is also very skilled and 
is always a big help. The problem is if you are practicing safe COVID-19 guidelines, can you 
work in proximity with another person that is not in your bubble? 

COVID did not inspire me to start anything new. 

Monthly inspections continued and the building remained in good repair. As the year continued, I 
began to focus my attention on other interests.  

I took the position of Trustee very seriously but after many years as time went on, I knew I needed 
to step back and let others fill in. I arranged snow removal and fire alarm inspection for the 
coming year. To summarize by October, I decided to move on and submitted my resignation as a 
Trustee at the church. I still attend, that has not changed. I just needed a change. Gary Luloff 
continues to be a trustee and Peter Armstrong has agreed to step in as well. 

I ask that you give them your full support in these trying times. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Sattler 
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APPENDIX 1: MINUTES FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING ON NOVEMBER 30TH, 2020 

Annual Meeting – November 30, 2020 via Zoom 

Members in Attendance 

Bethany Anderson 
Luke Anderson 
Bev Bell 
Bonnie Bretz 
Elmer Bretz 
Jennifer Clarke 
Tim Clayton 
Jessica Deming 
Josh Deming 
Gary Luloff  

Jennifer Luloff 
Amy Mutter 
Daniel Mutter 
Frank Peters 
Libby Peters 
Lindsay Rieck 
Clarke Rieck 
Joanne Rush 
Jim Sallans 
Elaine Sallans  

John Sattler 
Lisa Sattler 
Janine Schipper 
Anne Wilson 
Eldon Wilson 
Kathleen Van Wyck 
Deb Wideman 
Max Wideman 

 
Minutes for PEMC Inc. Member Meeting   
November 30, 2020  

1. Call to Order  
- The Chair called the meeting to order  
- There were 28 members present for the meeting.   
- The meeting was chaired by Josh Deming  

2. Open in prayer 
- Tim Clayton opened in prayer    

3. Approve the agenda   
- John Sattler moved that the agenda be approved as presented. The 

motion was seconded by Clarke Rieck. 
- There was no discussion. The motion carried   

4. Opening remarks  

Thanks to everyone for their patience and understanding. This year the 
Board’s focus has had to shift into how to do church differently in the midst 
of Covid-19 in spite of fixed costs.  
Josh gave an overview of the business the board has been focusing on over 
the past year.  

5. Approve the minutes from the November 24, 2019 meeting, and the March 29,  
2020 Annual General Meeting   
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- Motion by Luke Anderson: “That the minutes of the November 24, 2019 
meeting  and March 29, 2020 Annual General Meeting be approved.” 
Motion seconded by Frank Peters.  

- There was no discussion. The motion carried.   
6. Election of Board Members and Elders for 2021  

Ballots were distributed to members online through email.  
- The following members were elected to the board for 2021: Josh 

Deming,  Lindsay Rieck, Lisa Sattler, Janine Schipper, Luke Anderson, and 
Bonnie  Bretz   

- The following members were elected as elders: Norm Maier and Marion 
Maier. Elmer Bretz, Eldon Wilson, and Amy Mutter continue as elders in the 
continuance of their terms.   

Motion to destroy the ballots from Daniel Mutter. Seconded by John Sattler.  
There was no discussion. The motion carried.  

7. Budget for 2021  
- Janine Schipper presented the proposed budget for 2021.  
- Jim Sallans moved that the 2021 budget be approved as presented. 
- The motion was seconded by Deb Wideman 
- There were 3 questions and answers.  
- The motion carried.   

8. Review of 2020 Financial Statements  
- Eldon Wilson made the motion that James Herzog, Chartered 

Professional Accountant  be appointed to perform a review 
engagement of the fiscal books of the  Corporation for the year 
ending December 31, 2020. Seconded by John Sattler.  

- There was no discussion. The motion carried   
9. Meeting adjourned 
10. Close in prayer 

Elmer Bretz closed in prayer.   

 

 

 

 

 


